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T Mt. Calvary News and Announcements T 

May 24, 2020 

 

 

INTERESTED IN LUTHERANISM, MEMBERSHIP? 
If you or someone you know is interested in learning 
about the basics of the Christian faith as confessed by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, please contact Pastor Long 
– he may be reached through the church office or by e-
mail at PRBLong@aol.com.   

CONFESSION 
Private confession is available by appointment only. Call 
the Church Office.  

OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor Long is generally available at Mt. Calvary Monday 
through Friday mornings, or by appointment should you 
need or want to have conversation with him.  You may 
reach him by e-mail at:  PRBLong@aol.com. 

HOSPITAL CALLS 
Pastor Long is not currently allowed access to the local 
hospitals or nursing homes unless a person is in danger of 
eminent death.  However, we want to keep hospitalized 
members in prayer, so please keep us informed.  If a 
person is available by phone, please give us a number and 
Pastor Long will call. 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
Please take advantage of this opportunity to pray for your 
needs and those of your friends and family.  Cards are 
available in the pew rack.  To activate the chain please 
call Ardeane at 691-8007. 

CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL 
Our congregation operates Concordia Lutheran School 
together with the congregations of Redeemer and Tri-
nity.  Call the Concordia School office at 691-8921, or 
check their web site at www.concordiapeoria.com for 
information. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: 
May 31st – Pentecost Sunday 
Psalm 25:1-15 
Numbers 11:24-30 
Acts 2:1-21 
John 7:37-39 

 

 

LIFE IN THE COVID-19 ERA – 
 As we continue to live out our callings in these 
challenging times, here’s what life at Mt. Calvary will look 
like: 
1. Regular Office hours will continue – feel free to call 

or visit. 
2. Pastor Long is making an effort to call around to the 

congregation.  Mostly this is just to “check in” – but if 
you have concerns or prayer requests, please share 
them.  If you think you might have been missed, or he 
hasn’t gotten to you yet, please call us.  We’re 
working to make sure we’re all getting through this. 

3. Daily devotions are available (when they get 
downloaded) at either Facebook (check pastor’s 
profile “Barry A. Long,” or the church’s page, “Mt. 
Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church”) or YouTube 
(we have our own “Channel” now – just search for 
“Mt. Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church” and click 
on our logo – subscribe to have new content shared 
with you automatically. 

4. Abbreviated Sunday services are available at both 
Facebook and YouTube.  These are pre-recorded (the 
live streaming just didn’t work), and will generally be 
available by early Sunday morning.  

5. Worship has returned – but under Illinois’ current 
“Phase 3” guidelines, meaning that we can’t have 
more than 10 people together at a time.  We will be 
sending out weekly opportunities to sign up for a 
“communion seating” at pre-arranged times through 
Sign-Up Genius.  If you don’t have access to the 
internet, call the office and Judy will sign you up.  You 
may also simply schedule individual appointments for 
communion. 

6. Bible Studies -- “Zoom” is a site that allows 
video/voice conferencing, and we’ll be using that to 
study God’s Word together.  And you can use it from 
home!  Right now, Pastor Long is just doing Sunday 
morning (we’re currently doing a read-through of the 
Acts of the Apostles to understand better how the 
Church carried on with the life of our resurrected 
Lord) and the Men’s Bible Study (the Gospel 
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According to St. Matthew).  Sunday will go for an 
hour starting at 10 am and the Men’s Study will go 
for an hour as well, on Wednesday mornings at 6:30 
am.  We’ll send out e-mail invitations to all of you 
when a meeting is set up.  Then follow the 
instructions to sign in.  If we don’t have an e-mail for 
you, please send us one we can use. 

7. Challenge:  As we are away from one another, we can 
still be “church,” even if in a different way.  One of 
the things St. Paul commends to us as the “body of 
Christ” is to share each other’s joys and burdens.  
Turns out, you can do that by phone, even with 
someone you don’t “know” all that well.  So, I urge 
you all to join me (if you can) in “calling around the 
congregation” to check in on each other, get to know 
each other and encourage each other.  Lost your 
directory?  Judy will send you a new one. 

 

PORTALS OF PRAYER AND HOPEFUL LIVING 
These publications are available in the church office — 
you can stop by and pick one up (call first and let us know 
you are coming) or we will mail them to you.  Just let us 
know what you need and whether you need regular size 
or large print. 

 

STEWARDSHIP – Please remember that the ministry 
of Mt. Calvary continues even in these odd days.  Your 
prayers and contributions are still needed.  
As of April 30, 2020 the year to date offerings were 
$116,222.15, while year to date expenses were 
$124,082.57.  The General Fund Balance is $8,181.28 
You may mail your envelopes in (checks only, please), or 
drop them by the office.  You can also make electronic 
donations through our web page 
(www.mtcalvaryypeoria.org) by clicking the “donate” tab 
and setting up a profile with VANCO.  If a donation is 
given using a credit card or debit card there is a 2.75% 
fee. If an electronic check is used the fee is 1.00%.  People 
have begun donating through e-giving and have learned 
how easy it is to use. Currently seven people have used 
this method of giving.  Thank you. 
 

JUNE SEMI-ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING – will 
be held on Sunday June 14th.  If restrictions on numbers 
of people per gathering haven’t been lifted it will be done 
via “Zoom.”  More information on that later.  However, 
Judy would like all reports from Board and Committee 
Chairmen in her office, typed and ready to print by 
Monday, May 31st.  The easiest way to do this is via e-
mail to secretary@mtcalvarypeoria.org.  
 
 

“DRIVE-THRU FOOD PANTRY” – In order to 
maintain social distancing and contact precautions, 
LaVelle is doing the Food Pantry day as a drive-thru 
service.  And once again she needs able bodied people to 
help with set-up and distribution.  If you belong to a 
group that is not “high risk” and have the time, please 
come to Mt. Calvary between 8-11 am on Tuesday, June 
2nd.  Last month this worked very nicely (even in a cold 
rain) and she would like to repeat the program (without 
the rain this time). 
 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – During May our pantry will 
be in need of Baking Mix, Canned Soups, Mac & Cheese, 
Canned Fruit, and Manwich.  If you can help out by 
bringing some, your donation can be left in the church 
entry way during regular office hours. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 Peter and Christine Krenzke on the birth of their 

daughter Juliet Abigail on Friday, May 15, 2020.  Juliet 
weighed 8 lbs. 6 oz.  Everyone is healthy and happy.  
She will be welcomed home by her four older sisters, 
Elise, Greta, Hazel, and Hilda. 

 Amanda (Wilson) and Deandre Carpenter on the birth 
of their twins, Deandre and Destinee on Monday, 
May 11, 2020.  The proud grandmother is Debbie 
Wilson. 

 

MAY AND JUNE GRADUATIONS – In our June 
Messenger we like to list all those who will graduate, pre-
school through advanced degrees.  While this year is 
different, even though the graduate may not be able to 
walk across the stage to get their diploma, we would still 
like to acknowledge those who have completed their 
program and would graduate.  Please get those names to 
the office by May 25th and we will make every effort to 
list them all. 
 

 
 

OUR PRAYER CHAIN – Ardeane Ruckle, our prayer 
chain organizer, is looking for more “Prayer Warriors.”  
Our prayer chain has lost members and is now down to 
only 4 or 5 active members.  Can you help fill in the 
chain?  What you do is pray for whatever request comes 
to you and then call the next person on the list to pray 
and pass it on.  Call Ardeane to sign up:  (691-8007). 
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GOTTESDIENST MAGAZINE – If Susie Fink usually 
gives you a copy of this Magazine, it is available for pick 
up from the office. 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS -- For a limited time 
anyone who has Thrivent Choice dollars available can 
have their choice dollars matched an extra dollar for 
every two dollars given.  Make your donations through 
the Thrivent Choice Giving Platform. The match is for a 
limited time, so please use your Thrivent Choice dollars as 
soon as possible.  Please remember Mt Calvary in your 
giving plans. 
 

FROM WOMEN OF MT. CALVARY 
Treats for Family House –  Family House offers a 
home away from home for the families of patients 
receiving medical treatment in Peoria.  Women of Mt. 
Calvary have signed up to sponsor treats on the 4th 
Monday of each month.  These treats may be store 
bought or homemade, and do not have to be individually 
wrapped.  Family House is also in need of laundry 
detergent and cleaning supplies.  If you would like to 
donate, please call the office and bring your treats to 
church, leaving them in the office marked “Family 
House.”  Questions?  Call LaVelle Borders, 681-9414. 

Postage Stamps – The Women of Mt. Calvary are 
saving postage stamps for LWML.  Please cut out your 
postage stamps from envelopes and leave them in the 
office also.  Judy will get them to the ladies.  They will 
trim the stamps and send them to LWML to support their 
mission work.  Thank you. 
 

FROM CONCORDIA 
Fourth Grade Teaching Position – A teacher has 
been called to take the 4th grade classroom position that 
is open.  Please keep Thomas Wiemer and his family in 
your prayers asking that God would guide them as they 
deliberate on this call to Concordia. 
YOUTH SOCCER OPPORTUNITY: TO MT. 
CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH FAMILIES! 
Concordia Lutheran School invites all Mt. Calvary children 
in 1st -8th grade (Fall 2020) to consider playing on one of 
the Concordia soccer teams this fall. You do not have to 
be a Concordia student to play – all association church 
children are eligible. At this time, we know that there are 
many questions regarding athletics and plans for the fall 
season. Despite the uncertainty, we would like to begin 
the registration process for soccer in the fall of 2020. 
Below is a form to sign your child up to participate.  
Soccer Information 
Concordia participates in the Peoria Parochial Soccer 
Association (PPSA). Practices begin in late July. Games are 

held mid-August through the first week of October. 
Games are completed at the Mossville Soccer fields. 
Concordia offers the following teams: 1st and 2nd Grade 
Co-ed, 3rd and 4th Boys, 3rd and 4th Girls, 5th and 6th 
Boys, 5th and 6th Girls, 7th and 8th Boys, and 7th and 8th 
Girls. 
Please complete this form as soon as you are able. Thank 
you so much!  https://forms.gle/tuUmztFy1osZ7jcw5 
If you have any questions contact either Kendra 
Fleming(Soccer Coordinator) at:   
kendraj13@hotmail.com or 309-339-2375 
 or Drew Monkemeyer (Athletic Director) at: 
amonkemeyer@concordiapeoria.com or 630-392-4303 

2020-2021 Registration – Concordia is now taking 
registrations for the next school year.  We were a little 
late getting our letters out this year, but if you are 
planning to register your child/children at Concordia, now 
is the time to do so. 

Concordia Blue Jean Ball – has been rescheduled 
for Saturday, October 3rd, same time, same place.  You 
may continue to purchase tickets at 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/diamonds-and-denim-
tickets-72884133405. 
 

CAMP CILCA SUMMER PROGRAM – Has been 
cancelled for Summer 2020. 

 
ISSUES ETC. – ESSENTIAL EXERCISE FOR THE 
CHRISTIAN MIND -- Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show 
and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 
Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  
This week’s teachings include: The Doctrine of 
Justification, Scientism, Making the Case for Life, Islam, 
Godliness and The Prosperity Gospel.  You can listen live 
or on-demand at www.issuesetc.org and on the LPR 

mobile app. 
 

LISTEN TO WORLDWIDE KFUO.ORG, – KFUO 
Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS 
congregations, shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere 
on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology 
studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. You 
can find programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever 
you get your podcasts! Find us on social:  @KFUOradio on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  
This week on KFUO.org, study Romans 11-13 on Sharper 
Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), learn about Psalm 108 
and Mark 13-16 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 
a.m. CT) and hear God's promises for you on Moments of 
Assurance with Pastor Mark Hawkinson (weekdays at 
12:00 p.m. CT and weekends at 7:00 a.m. CT). Find your 
favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org. 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE DIAPER SHOWER -- Due 
to stay at home restrictions, the Mother’s Day Diaper 
shower is being postponed to Father’s Day, June 21st.  
However, you may bring diapers, adult or infants, or 
diaper wipes to the church office any time between 
Mother’s Day, May 10th and Father’s Day, June 21st.  
We will hold them until they can be picked up by Bob 
Wegner. 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE THOUGHT FOR THE 
DAY – “Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 
is God,” Who “settles the solitary in a home” (Psalm 68:5-
6). He has not left us orphaned in our sins but has taken 
each of us for His own family. So we need not limit our 
enthusiasm for adoption only to addressing infertility. We 
can open not just our mouths but our hands, hearts, and 
homes, because children need them, and we have in 
abundance. 

 

A NEW PODCAST FOR LUTHERAN WOMEN – 
Have you scrolled through your podcasts, searching for 
one that catches your ear – a place you can escape to 
with inviting conversations, laughter, and fellowship with 
your Lutheran sisters? Look no further! 
Join Sarah, Erin, Rachel, and Bri on the sofa in the 
Lutheran Ladies Lounge, a podcast oasis for you, dear 
sisters, to sit, rest your feet, and stay a while. And on the 
way out, we’ll check your lipstick. 
Podcast episodes are available at 
kfuo.org/lutheranladieslounge and wherever you get 
your podcasts. For bonus content from the show and a 
chance to help shape future on-air conversations—and 
enjoy friendly fellowship with other Lutheran ladies—join 
The Lutheran Ladies’ Lounge Facebook discussion group: 

facebook.com/groups/LutheranLadiesLounge. 
Erin’s Recipe Card: The Great Jell-O® Episode! -- It's the 
quintessential Lutheran potluck food: the Jell-O® salad. 
The Lutheran Ladies tackle several variations on the 
classic favorite 

 
 

CID ENDOWMENT FUND -- CID scholarship funding 
for the 2019-20 academic year was the first year CID 
knew in advance what would be received from the 
Endowment Fund. The CID received in excess of $44,000 
to fund scholarships. The Endowment Fund Board of 
Trustees has indicated to the CID the continued proactive 
funding for each academic year equal to 4% of fund 
assets at the end of each calendar year. The amount will 
be determined at the February board meeting, with the 
amount communicated to the CID at that time for their 
planning purposes. In 2019 the board provided one half 
of the funds in July and half in November to coordinate 
with CID’s disbursements of funds for students. 
 

MISSION OUTREACH, SOUTH SIDE PEORIA 
The Central Illinois District has as a mission goal doing 
intentional outreach to the Black Community in Peoria’s 
South Side.  Their plan includes calling a missionary 
pastor from the LCMS Board of National Mission, and 
having him operate from Christ Lutheran Church. 
Now the District needs to put funding together.  Several 
of our local congregations (Christ, Trinity, Our Savior—
Washington) have pledged support for the next two 
years.  Unfortunately, we, as a congregation, don’t have 
the available funds to do that.   
However, if God has blessed you so that you can pledge 
support (in any amount) for the next two years, the 
District Office would love to hear from you.  Please call 
The Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb at 217-793-1802. 
 

“THE GATEPOST,” CID NEWSLETTER, ISSUE 
FOUR – is now available on line at www.cidlcms.org if 
you wish to receive it.  If you don’t have access to the 
electronic version and would like to receive it, call the 
church office (688-4321) and we will be glad to snail-mail 
one to you. 
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