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Pastor’s Column 
 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone.  
23 This is the LORD's doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
(Psalm 118, ESV) 
 

So, as we come to Holy Week and Pascha 
(Easter), Psalm 118 is a good reminder of 
what this week is all about. 
 

The psalmist begins with the imperative di-
rected toward the priests at the Temple: 
“Open the gates!” Why? So that the psalmist 
can give thanks to YHWH. That’s well and 
good – we certainly ought to go to the house 
of the Lord to give Him thanks, and no one 
should bar our access to God’s merciful pres-
ence. 
 

But this begs the questions, “what is the gate 
of the Lord?” and, “Who are the righteous?” 
 

It turns out that the gate is not simply the 

physical portal that allowed one to enter the 
Temple. The “gate of the Lord” can also be 
the path and calling that He has set before a 
person as they journey toward His purpose 
for them. The righteous are the faithful. But – 
Who is faithful like the Lord’s Servant? He is 
the One Who enters into the calling set before 
Him to do His Father’s will. And once we 
begin to see Jesus here, everything comes to-
gether. 
 

For even as Jesus went through the gate that 
led to His rejection, suffering, and death, He 
knew that the Father would yet vindicate 
Him and bring Him salvation. He doesn’t 
seek to save Himself, because He is come to 
save us. But He trusts the Father to hold Him 
and bring Him through all that He must en-
dure. 
 

And what does He endure? He is the stone 
the builders rejected. The authorities, even 
many of the people, judged Jesus as being 
worthless, useless for any good thing. It is 
like when a skilled mason looks at a stone to 
see whether its composition, size, and stabil-
ity make it usable or not. Rejected stones are 
discarded, they are not “re-purposed.” And 
that’s what happened to Jesus as He was re-
jected – and handed over to the Romans, and 
killed outside the holy city of Jerusalem. 
 
Yet, in that very rejection, Jesus is made the 

(Pastor’s  Column Continued on page 2) 
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cornerstone – the stone upon which every-
thing depends – life and salvation. For the 
Father heard His Son, and made His sacrifice 
the source of forgiveness. For Jesus’ shame 
and rejection were suffered for us, so that we 
would not be cast off as worthless. And by 
His resurrection, Jesus is declared to be the 
Righteous One Who redeems the whole of 
the creation. 
 

This – the taking of the rejected stone, and 
using its rejection to bring salvation to all – is 
YHWH’s doing. For Who but God could do 
such a thing? Who, but God, would do such a 
thing? This is marvelous, wondrous, beyond 
belief. To say that it is “marvelous in our 
eyes” is to say that every time it is set before 
us, every time we think about it, we can’t 
help but to laugh a little in stunned joy that 
God has done this for us. We certainly didn’t 
deserve it. 
 

But this is the day the Lord has made. At 
Concordia, every morning starts with Ms. 
Craine announcing over the speakers, “This is 
the day the Lord has made.” And in re-
sponse, every classroom shouts, “Let us re-
joice and be glad in it.” And it is certainly 
true that every day is the Lord’s creation, and 
that we should rejoice in all that He gives us 
day by day. BUT in this Psalm, this refers to 
the rejected stone being made the corner-
stone, and the day is when God did that mar-
velous work. “This is the day the Lord has 
made” is the day when Christ left the tomb 
empty, and brought life and salvation to all 
through His death and resurrection. That is 
what we rejoice in.  
 

So, join us for Holy Week, the Vigil, and the 
Divine Service of Pascha (Easter Day). For be-
cause of this, you can join the psalmist, and 
Jesus, in saying to YHWH: “I thank You that 
You have answered me, and have become my 
salvation.” 
 

God bless, 
Pr. Long   

(Pastor’s Column Continued from page 1) CAN-A-THON COLLECTION REPORT – During 
Can-A-Thon week our pantry was gifted with 
1,410 total pounds of food:  Mt. Calvary – 281 
lbs.; Church of the Brethren – 499 lbs.; Universi-
ty United Methodist – 284.25 lbs.; Kroger Foods 
– 318 lbs. ; misc. 27 lbs.; and $2,570.00 in cash.  
Thank you to everyone who helped with this 
undertaking  
 

MEETINGS  THIS WEEK 
Tuesday — Administrative Council meets at 
7:30 pm on Tuesday evening.  The Property 
Board meets at 6:30 pm and the Executive Com-
mittee meets at 7:00 pm before the Ad. Council 

meeting.   
 

NEW DIRECTORIES 
We plan to print this week.  If you did not  get 
to see the proofs and want to correct something 
on your entry, please call the church office (309-
688-4321) before Noon Wednesday, April 8th.  
We plan to print on Wednesday afternoon and 
Thursday morning of next week. 
 

CONCORDIA NEWS 
.Concordia Positions Open -- Concordia Lutheran 
School is seeking applicants for the following positions 
for the 2026-2027 School Year:  
Jr. High (6th, 7th, and 8th grade) Teacher - Subject 
area instruction (Subject areas flexible based on inter-
est and experience) and homeroom supervision  
First Grade Teacher - Self-contained classroom in-
struction and supervision 
Part-time Teacher Aide - Assists instructional staff 
with student supervision, assessment, and individual-
ized student needs  
Part-time Kitchen Assistant - Assist the Kitchen Man-
ager in providing food service for students 
Please contact Emily Craine 309-691-8921 or email 
your resume to employment@concordiapeoria.com 

Substitute Teachers – As the season for colds 
catches up to us, Concordia could use more folks in 
their substitute pool.  If you, or someone you know is 
interested, contact the school at 309-691-8921, or e-
mail Ms. Craine at ecraine@concordiapeoria.com 
Librarians And Librarian Subs Needed --If you are 
available during the day, we could use your help in the 
school’s library. If interested, contact Ms. Craine at 
ecraine@concordiapeoria.com, or Mrs. Drozd at 
mdrozd@concordiapeoria.com  

 
 

javascript:void(0);
mailto:ecraine@concordiapeoria.com
mailto:mdrozd@concordiapeoria.com
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS         
  4. Zachary Frank 

 Donna Stutz 

  5. Abigail Horman 

  6. Elizabeth Tagge 

  7. Jacob Horman 

  8. J.C. Brewer 

  9. Janet Heien 

 Kendahl Gillespie 

10. Nova Parrott 

 Mia Martinez 

11. LaVelle Borders 

 Sophia Joseph 

 Millie Taseff 

12. Mark Allsup 

13. K. T. Johnson 

14. Katie Maske 

15. Braydon Appell 

 Linda Meyer-Knight 

16. Mike Marshall 

19. Deaconess Gillian 

 Sara Brill 

 Michelle Crosiar 

20. Kimberly Beenders 

21. Charlotte Fletchall 

22. Bill Barr 

 Brandt Barr 

23. Suzette Leon 

24. Scott Brosowske 

 Cheris Hoffmann 

26 Kyle Hoffman 

 Emma Hoffmann 

 Jonathan Tagge 

27. Randal Maske 

28. Gus Negley 

29. Jeffrie Riebel 

30. D.J. Green, Jr. 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
13 Jim & Dawn Henderson 

26 Adam & Jacki Pendarvis 

26 Tim & Kim Carver 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
April 5 —  Easter Sunday 

                 Eileen Benne 

 

April 12 — LaVelle Borders 
 

April 19 — Theresa Johnston 
 

April 26—Barb Zook 

 

Worship Notes 

Lessons for Sundays in April 
April 5th — Easter Sunday 
Psalm 118:15-29; Exodus 14:10-15:1 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18 
 

April 12th—2nd Sunday of Paascha 
Psalm 148; Acts 5:29-42; 
1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
 

April 19th—3rd Sunday of Pascha  
Psalm 116:1-14; Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 
1 Peter 1:17-25; Luke 24:13-35 
 

April 26th—4th Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 23; Acts 2:42-47;  
Revelation 1:4-18; John 10:1-10 
 
ELDERS 
April 5 — Phil King 
 
April 12 -- Daniel Keehner 
 
April 19—Dr. Joel Eckert 
 
April 26— Tom Brosowske 
 

COUNTERS 
     Kelly Eckert and Ashley Gavic 

Where Is It? Page 

Birthdays and Anniversaries,  3 

Calendar 8 

Just for Kids 3&7 

Mt. Calvary News and Announcements 2&7 

Pastor’s Message   1&2 

Prayer List 4&5 

Worship Notes 3 

Personnel 7 
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 T Prayer List T 

Prayer Notes: Folks have asked from time to 
time “who all are we praying for?”  Here’s a 
partial list with reference to their relation to the 
congregation.  If you know of anyone who 

needs to be added, or who can be removed, 
please let Pr. Long or Judy know.  Help us 
keep the list manageable!   
 
 Jacob Achterberg – grandson to Ron, neph-

ew to Linda Khattar 
 Phyllis Basquin – mother to Luann Claudin 
 Ethan Saunders – grandson to Roger and 

Carole Hoffman  
 Gail and Jonathan von Holten – friends of 

Jessica Horman 
 Pr. Hoech & Ivy – our “TIM” partners 
 Dave Maxwell – husband to Tina 
 Pr. Glenn Niemann – circuit pastor, disabil-

ity 
 Jonathan Stutz – grandson to Donna 
 Maureen Leuba – Concordia parent 
 Christiane Ramahi – member 
 Yasmin Ramahi – daughter to Christiane 
 Eric Puterbaugh – friend of a member 
 Michael Teeter – friend to Long Family 
 Dale Warren – 
 Cathy Lenz – sister to Paula Horst 
 Jennifer Lenz – Cathy’s daughter, niece to 

Paula & Jerry 
 Alex Zook – grandson of Barb Zook 
 Faith Zook – granddaughter of Barb Zook 
 Jenna Zook – granddaughter of Barb Zook 
 Josh Crosiar – member 
 Anne Maske - member 
 Steve Brinkmann – son to Dale & Vonnie 
 Braylynn Davis – friend to Brill family 
 Steve Brown – family to Josh and Michelle 

Joseph 
 Gordon Dupres – family to the Tagges 
 Shane Cremeens – brother to Brande 

Ruskusky 
 Lil Mulvaney – friend to Pauli family 
 Ginny Preston – friend to LaVelle Borders 
 Clara Riddick – friend to Brill family 
 Max Wessler – father-in-law to Carol Wess-

ler  

 Bill & Pam Barr – members 
 Megan Primmer – cousin to Ginger Abel 
 Kenneth Garner – acquaintance of Jan Pacey 

(Phyllis Knebel’s daughter) 
 Lorrie Kaspar – mother to Julie (Kaspar) 

Eaton 
 Rod Pauli – member, son to Carolyn 
 Gloria Teeter – friend to Long Family 
 Mark Buettner – associate of Carol Wessler 
 Tamesha Gates – friend to Szold family 
 Sandra Boyer – daughter of food pantry con-

tributor 
 Mark Leon – brother-in-law to Sue Leon 
 Shirley King – mother to Phil King 
 Rebecca Sierra – friend to Linda Khattar 
 Kris Taylor – Josh Joseph’s aunt 
 Delcie Lane – member 
 Mark Manthey – member 
 Sherry Emberton – Vonnie Brinkmann’s sis-

ter 
 Earl Boyett – father of Theresa Brusick 
 Sharon Rumbold – member at Bethel, Mor-

ton, occasional organist for us  
 Luann and Shelby Cooper – members 
 Victoria Buschard – family of Michael Mar-

shall 
 Ms. Ellen Rytter – teacher at Concordia 
 Cheryl – friend to Linda Khattar 
 Jenny & Olivia Bradley – family to Lynn La-

redo 
 Theo Norman – member, child of Cole and 

Brooke 
 Becky Richards – mother of Kim Carver 
 Natalie Brusick – Daughter-in-law to Chris & 

Theresa 
 Deb Alig – co-worker of Theresa Johnston 
 Carol Loughridge – member 
 Anne & Miguel Bolwerk (and David & Hen-

ry) – family to Dave & Jan Heien 
 Cheris Hoffmann - member 
 Harriet Caughey – member 
 Maureen and children – extended family to 

Roger & Carole Hoffman 
 Teresa Kerrick –  
 Pr. Drews – Pastor at Trinity, Pekin 

(Prayer List Continued on page 5) 
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 T Prayer List  (cont.)T 

 PJ Comacho – friend to Mark Manthey 
 Lorie Livingston – wife to Ty 
 Patty Caughey – member 
 Linda Perrone – friend to Patty Caughey 
 Jessica Horman - member 
 Elizabeth Auer – military, daughter to Doug 
 Tomi – mother to Chris Brusick 
 Diane Norris – friend of member 
 Ginny & Marty Liex – friends to LaVelle Bor-

ders 
 Ann Jacobson – sister-in-law to Carolyn Pau-

li 
 Hugh – friend of member 
 Vonnie Brinkmann – member 
 Carolyn Pauli – member 
 Jane Wood – mother to Sherri Long 
 Ryan & Carol Stetzler – friends of Katie 

Tagge 
 Sue Elder – friend of Theresa Johnston 
 Tricia Smith – sister to Marcia Riddle  
 Chris Walker – brother-in-law to Vicky Jones  
 Brett Parrott – Erin’s brother-in-law 
 Paul Fager – member 
 Diane Freeman – member 
 Dan Moran – Judy Norman’s brother 
 Katie Tagge – member 
 Bev Hoffman – niece to Gordon 
 JayCee Grier 
 Norah Rossman – friend to Riebel family 
 Nan Borunda – sister to Lou Ann Cooper 
 Chris Pacey – son to Jan Pacey (daughter of 

Phyllis Knebel) 
 Donna Kirkman – sister to Lynn Laredo 
 Ilsa Adams – stepmother to Lynn Laredo 
 Robert Marshall – father to Michael Marshall 
 David Heien – member 
 Ross Pauli – son of Carolyn 
 Deaconess Gillian – friend of the congrega-

tion 
 Gary Ruckle - member 
 Trinity Foote – Keith & Linda Crook’s grand-

daughter 
 Sherri Crosiar – Josh’s mother 
 Denise Shivers – member 
 Ron Achterberg – member 

(Prayer List Continued from page 4)  Jane Millard – visitor 
 “Nylon” – visitor at Food Pantry 
 Cisneros Family – friends of a member 
 Joel Barr – Bill & Pam Barr’s son 
 Ruth and Richard Boch –  
 Wendy Mirretti -Mother-in-law to Bronwyn 

(Beenders) Mirretti  
 Vanessa Ruckle – member 
 Nancy O’Brian – niece to Pam Barr 
 Jim Smith – brother to Marcia Riddle 
 Lee Mauschbaugh – member 
 Tom Brosowske – member 
 Jim Brosowske – Tom’s brother 
 Daryl Claudin – member 
 Larry Frank – member 
 Hazel Krenzke – daughter of Dcs. Christine 
 Cindy Niebur – niece to Barb Zook 
 Julie Riddle – daughter-in-law to Marcia 
 Conner Brinkmann – grandson to Vonnie 
 Joe Leon – husband to Susie 
 Kathleen Tagge – daughter-in-law to Katie 
 Ben Claudin – member 
 Sandy Willaims-McFarlane – member 
 Jonathan Tagge – member 
 Doug Auer – member 
 Peter Hipple – son to Mr. Hipple at Concor-

dia 
 Rev. Larry & Pat Goetz – friends of the con-

gregation 
 Lois Whitby – grandmother to Hunter & 

Sam 
 Larry Traub – member 
 Michelle Teel – sister to Vicky Brosowske 
 Gale Brill – father to Owen & Sydney 
 Robert Grinslade – member 
 Zeke Garrison – (military), Grandson to Gary 

& Kim Beenders 
 Gary Beenders – member 
 Shay Wright – former member 
 Beth Martin – cousin to Cheryl Riebel 
 John Bremer – brother to Jan Heien 
 David Auer & daughter – son of Doug 
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CURRENT BIBLE STUDY TOPICS 

Youth Sunday School Classes.  On hiatus for 

Easter Sunday Breakfast.  The classes meet in 
the church basement at 10:30 am for grades Pre
-K-6th.  Jr. & Sr. High, if there are enough of 
you a class will be formed, otherwise you may 
help with the younger students or attend the 
Adult Class led by Pr. Long.  Parents, you are 
invited to attend the Adult Class, during the 
time your children are attending Sunday 
School.  Please let us know if you can’t attend 
so the teachers know what to prepare.  
Messages to the church office (309-688-4321) 
would be appreciated. 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Class –  Paul's Letter 

to the Galatians Paul's letter to the church of 
Galatia is aimed at stamping out a particularly 
bad, yet earnest, heresy: the claim that in order 
to be a "good" Christian, you "must" keep par-
ticular rules or laws. Paul counters such no-
tions with the Gospel's insistence that salvation 
is by grace alone, through faith alone, and in 
Christ alone.  Meets in the Parish Hall at 10:30 
am.  On hiatus for Easter Sunday Breakfast. 
 

Men’s Bible Study -- The Formula of Con-
cord:  After Luther's death, with pressure from 
the Emperor, and in debate with other 
"reformed" churches, the Evangelical Luther-
ans found themselves besieged on all sides. 
And the midst of that, they began debates 
among themselves that threatened to tear the 
"evangelical" churches apart. The Formula of 
Concord sought to resolve these debates on the 
basis of the Scriptures, and succeeded in giving 
the Lutheran Church a foundation that has 
proven sturdy into our own age. Join us as we 
read through it to discover the gifts is has for 
us.  Men’s Bible Study meets on Wednesday 

mornings at 6:30 am at Gebby’s Family 
Restaurant at 726 East War Memorial Drive in 
Peoria Heights.   
 

Thursday Lunch Together and Bible Study—
We are currently reading the book of the 
Prophet Jeremiah and will hear God’s word of 
promise and judgement in the face of national 
calamity.  We meet in the Parish Hall for 
lunch at 12:00 pm and Bible Study at 12:30 
pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN OF MT. CALVARY ARE HOSTING 
AN EASTER BREAKFAST THIS YEAR. 
Sunday, April 5, 10:30 AM (after Easter Ser-

vice) 
Sunday, April 5, 10:30 AM (after Easter Ser-

vice) 
We are serving a continental breakfast with 

egg casseroles, fresh fruit and pastries. 
How can you participate? 

Bring fruit or pastries for the continental 

breakfast on Saturday, April 4 at 9 AM. 

This allows us to prep the fruit and get 
everything ready for Easter morning. If 
you are interested in bringing an egg 
casserole, please bring these on Sunday 
morning. 

Contact Luann Claudin via phone, text or 
email to sign up to bring something, 309-369-
2606 or claudfam1311@gmail.com 

 Help set up on Saturday, April 4th at 9 
AM. 

We'll be preparing the fruit and pastries plus 
setting up and decorating. We will need a few 
men to help set up tables and chairs for the 
breakfast.  
Youth Group members - We welcome you to 

help on Saturday and Sunday!  
 

MEETINGS  THIS WEEK 
Tuesday — Administrative Council meets at 
7:30 pm on Tuesday evening.  The Property 
Board meets at 6:30 pm and the Executive Com-
mittee meets at 7:00 pm before the Ad. Council 

meeting.   
 

Saturday, April 11th – Women of Mt. Calvary 
meet on Saturday, April 11th at 9:30 am.  
Come join the group – all ladies of the congre-
gation are members.  The theme for April is 
“Recruitment.” 
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Attendance  Com. 

General Fund 

Weekly Offering 

Sun. March 1 78 58 $26,395.00 

Wed. March 4 22 — — 

Sun. March 8 66 19 $4,521.00 

Wed. March 11 33 — — 

Sun. March 15 64 53 $10,310.00 

Wed. March 18 30 — — 

Sun. March 22 72 19 1,041.00 

Wed. March 25 33 — — 

Sun. March 29 85 72 $7,464.00 

Total $49,731.00 

IN HIS SERVICE 

 
PASTOR: 
Rev. Barry Long           243-2042 
 
CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Mr. Ethan Yoder 
 
SECRETARY 
Mrs. Judy Honig          688-4321 
 
CONCORDIA SCHOOL 
Ms. Emily Craine 691-8921 
   Principal 
 
CONGREGATIONAL 
OFFICERS 
Chairman………………...……….Gerald Horst 
Vice-Chairman………..……….David Heien 
Secretary ………………………….Judy Honig 
Treasurer………………………Carol Wessler 
Finan. Secretary…..Theresa Johnston 

 
MEMORIALS  

AND SPECIAL GIFTS 
, LaVelle Borders & Eileen Benne 

 

WOMEN OF MT. CALVARY 
Chairperson                     Luann Claudin  
Vice Pres:                Theresa Johnston 
Secretary:                     Lisa Cornelius 
Treasurer:                 Dawn Henderson 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
Co-Presidents:   Abbie Matson  
                                  & Linda Khattar 
Treasurer:    Linda Khattar 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Pre-School-1st Grade —   Linda Crook 

& Linda Khattar 
 

2nd—5th Grades —       Teresa Brusick  
                                      & Kelly Eckert 
 
6th Grade-High School — Paula Horst 

Tom Brosowske 

CONCORDIA SCHOOL 
BOARD 

Kelly Eckert & Erin Green 
 

CONCORDIA FOUNDATION 
Eileen Benne & Connie Kissner 

 

CONCORDIA TRUSTEES 
Jarrod Horman 

 

BOARDS OF MT. CALVARY 

Board of Education 
Teresa Brusick & Paula Horst, 

 
Board of Evangelism 

  Dormant 
 

Board of Youth 
Michele Keehner & Erin Parrott 

 

Board of  
Long Range Planning 

Dormant 
 

Board of Property 
Chris Brusick, Lisa Cornelius, 

,, Jarrod Horman, Larry Frank 
Vicky Brosowske 

 
BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 

Theresa Johnston, Kim Beenders 
Mike Gavic, Brett Hammer 

 
BOARD OF ELDERS 

(families under each Elder’s care) 
Achterberg –Brusick   Tom Brosowske 
Carver — Grinslade              Phil King 
Halverson — Kissner   Daniel Keehner 
Lampton — Norman    Gary Beenders 
Parrott — Zook            Dr. Joel Eckert 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
LaVelle Borders  

Paula & Jerry Horst 

BAPTISMS THIS MONTH 
On March 28, 2026 we welcomed into God’s 
family the children of Leanne and Matthew 
Sturtvant. 
 Rosemary Elise Sturtevant, born on July 2, 

2025; 
 Millee Jean Sturtevant, born on July 2,2025; 

and 
 Ripley Sue Sturtevant, born on January 14, 

2026. 
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