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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  
April 12, 2026 

+ The Order of Matins + 
Lutheran Service Book – Pages 219-228 

 
Prayer Before Worship  
 O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and 

in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word 
so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow 
in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

  
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
  

OPENING HYMN LSB 475  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 
 
Please stand   
   
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Page 151 
P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: AMEN. 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: BUT IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS, GOD, WHO IS FAITHFUL AND JUST, WILL FORGIVE 

OUR SINS AND CLEANSE US FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 
  
 (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
  
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: MOST MERCIFUL GOD, WE CONFESS THAT WE ARE BY NATURE SINFUL AND 

UNCLEAN. WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST YOU IN THOUGHT, WORD, AND DEED, BY 
WHAT WE HAVE DONE AND BY WHAT WE HAVE LEFT UNDONE. WE HAVE NOT 
LOVED YOU WITH OUR WHOLE HEART; WE HAVE NOT LOVED OUR NEIGHBORS AS 
OURSELVES. WE JUSTLY DESERVE YOUR PRESENT AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR SON, JESUS CHRIST, HAVE MERCY ON US. FORGIVE US, 
RENEW US, AND LEAD US, SO THAT WE MAY DELIGHT IN YOUR WILL AND WALK IN 
YOUR WAYS TO THE GLORY OF YOUR HOLY NAME. AMEN. 
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: AMEN. 
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PSALMODY Venite O Come, Let Us SIng 
 Antiphon 
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 Second Psalm  Psalm 148 
   

 
Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord from the | heavens;* 

praise Him | in the heights! 
PRAISE HIM, ALL HIS | ANGELS;* 

PRAISE HIM, | ALL HIS HOSTS! 
Praise Him, | sun and moon,* 

praise Him, all you | shining stars! 
PRAISE HIM, YOU HIGHEST | HEAVENS,* 

AND YOU WATERS ABOVE THE | HEAVENS! 
Let them praise the name | of the Lord!* 

For He commanded and they were cre- | ated. 
AND HE ESTABLISHED THEM FOREVER AND | EVER;* 

HE GAVE A DECREE, AND IT SHALL NOT | PASS AWAY. 
Praise the Lord | from the earth,* 

you great sea creatures and | all deeps, 
FIRE AND HAIL, | SNOW AND MIST,* 

STORMY WIND FULFILL- | ING HIS WORD! 
Mountains and | all hills,* 

fruit trees and all | cedars! 
BEASTS AND ALL | LIVESTOCK,* 

CREEPING THINGS AND | FLYING BIRDS! 
Kings of the earth and all | peoples,* 

princes and all rulers | of the earth! 
YOUNG MEN AND MAIDENS TO- | GETHER,* 

OLD MEN AND | CHILDREN! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
for His name alone is ex- | alted;* 

His majesty is above earth and | heaven. 
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HE HAS RAISED UP A HORN FOR HIS PEOPLE, 
PRAISE FOR | ALL HIS SAINTS,* 

FOR THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WHO ARE NEAR TO HIM. | 
PRAISE THE LORD! 

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND | TO THE SON* 
AND TO THE HOLY | SPIRIT; 

AS IT WAS IN THE BE- | GINNING,* 
IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER. | AMEN. 

  
OFFICE HYMN LSB  873  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
   

THE GOSPEL FOR YOUNG FOLK 
  
FIRST READING Acts 5:29-42 
29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The God 
of our fathers raised Jesus, Whom you killed by hanging Him on a tree. 31God exalted Him 
at His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, Whom God has given to 
those who obey Him.” 
33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the 
council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and 
gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, 
take care what you are about to do with these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose 
up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He 
was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas 
the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after 
him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I 
tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking 
is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might 
even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the 
apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them 
go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they 
did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
   
P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
  

 
 
EPISTLE READING 1 Peter 1:3-9 
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3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, 
He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, 
you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith—
more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen 
Him, you love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with 
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
  
P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
  
VOLUNTARY Sweet Hour of Prayer 

Ron Mallory 
Bell Choir 

  
GOSPEL VERSE  
P: Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death 

no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. 
C: BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET HAVE BELIEVED. 

ALLELUIA. 
  
HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD 
  
 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 20When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. 
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when He 
had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from 
anyone, it is withheld.” 
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see in His hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 
place my hand into His side, I will never believe.” 
26Eight days later, His disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
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you.” 27Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out 
your hand, and place it in My side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered 
Him, “My Lord and My God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 
  
RESPONSORY  
  

 

 

 
 
SERMON HYMN LSB 471,  O Sons and Daughters of the King 
  
SERMON 
  
CANTICLE Te Deum LSB p. 223 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB p. 227 
  
Kyrie  

 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
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C: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM 

COME, THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN; GIVE US THIS DAY 
OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE 
WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT 
DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE 
GLORY FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. 

  
 
 
COLLECTS  

 

 
  
 Collect of the Day 
 Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 

Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son. 

 
  
 Collect for Matins 
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, Your mercies are new to us every morning, and You 

abundantly provide for all our wants of body and soul.  Give us we humbly pray, 
Your Holy Spirit that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness toward 
us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and cheerfully serve You. 

 
  
 For Responsible Citizenship 
P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out 
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with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us 
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Collect for Grace 
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought 

us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all 
our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
  
BENEDICAMUS LSB p. 227 
  

 

 
  
BENEDICTION  
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CLOSING HYMN LSB 466  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia  
   
 

T T T 
 

 
 
 
SILENT PRAYER   
 Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received 

both forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ.  
I thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all 
Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 
Pastor:  The Rev. Barry Long  
Elder:   Dr. Joel Eckert 
Organist:  Carol Wessler 
Choir Director:  Ethan Yoder 

 
 
 


