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Pastor’s Column 

 

 

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father 
was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will 
hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did 
to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, say-
ing, “Your father gave this command before he 
died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the trans-
gression of your brothers and their sin, because 
they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the 
transgression of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 
him. 18 His brothers also came and fell down before 
him and said, “Behold, we are your serv-
ants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, 
for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many people should be kept 
alive, as they are today. 21 So do not fear; I will 
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus, he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  Gene-
sis 50:15-21, ESV 

In many ways, this can be seen as the climax 
of the Book of Genesis – the tribes of Israel 
being preserved to carry forward the promise 
of the Messiah. But more than that, it is Jo-
seph’s handing on of the mercy that he had 
received, and his bold declaration of YHWH’s 
ability to take evil and use it to bring about 
the good, that set before us a call to live confi-

dently as God’s people in the midst of a bro-
ken world. 

Many of you are familiar with the history of 
Joseph and his brothers. Joseph, for his part, 
began his life having a little problem with ar-
rogance. He was his father’s favorite, and he 
knew it. And not only did he revel in it, he 
made sure his brothers didn’t forget it. Jo-
seph’s brothers, on the other hand, resented 
Joseph with a murderous envy that stretches 
back to Cain. Anyway, they got rid of him – 
selling him off to traders headed for Egypt. 
They let their father Jacob suffer thinking his 
son was dead. 

And through a series of what seem mis-
adventures, Joseph ends up second to Phar-
oah. And Joseph learned humility. He had 
been falsely accused. Imprisoned. He had 
learned the gravity of his gift in interpreting 
dreams: God did not give him such 
knowledge so that he could puff himself up. 
His gift was a matter of life and death – as he 
and Pharoah’s servants discovered in prison. 
It is not an easy thing to tell a man that he 
will certainly die. Joseph had learned what it 
was to be forgotten by the powerful of this 
world, even as he knew he was remembered 
by God.  

And then his brothers showed up, seeking 
relief from the famine. Joseph did not choose 
the way of vengeance. He used his power and 
position to bring his brothers to repentance 
and faith. And all seemed well. 

(Pastor’s Column continued on page 2) 
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Until Jacob died. 

And then the brothers’ weak faith, guilt, and 
fear, overwhelmed them. Had Joseph only 
been playing at mercy? With Jacob gone, 
would Joseph now take his revenge? 

Obviously, the answer was, “no.” But the 
brothers still didn’t understand the ways of 
God. They feared the old adage, “turn about is 
fair play.” In fact, the Hebrew at verse 15 is 
more literally translated: “suppose he is hold-
ing a grudge against us, and reversing, will 
reverse to us all the evil we did to him?” 

But Joseph was not the same person they had 
grown up with. He had come to know two 
things on the path YHWH brough him 
through. One: he learned he is not God. I 
know that seems pretty obvious. But in our 
old nature, we often assume to be in control in 
places where we have not been given charge. 
We are not in the place of God. It is not for us, 
in our ordinary callings, to presume to visit 
justice upon those who have wronged us. God 
has established a variety of orders to uphold 
justice, and we are called to respect them. 
Now, if you are called to the civil magistrate, 
then yes, you will be called to pass judgment – 
but not for yourself – for the community. If 
you are a parent, you are called to pass judg-
ment to raise your child to know right from 
wrong – but again, not for yourself but for her 
or his well-being. 

And Joseph had come to see that God can use 
even what is evil to bring about what is good. 
That is how wondrous He is. Who would 
have guessed that a despised brother impris-
oned in Egypt would be the means by which 
God provided for His people to grow and 
flourish? Remember: Jacob’s family went 
down to Egypt being seventy in number, and 
when Moses led them out of Egypt they were 
likely two million and more in number. 

And because we are not God, and know that 
God can do all things – including using evil to 
bring forth good (after all, think of the evil 

(Continued from page 1) that was done to Jesus and how God used that 
to redeem all of a fallen humanity) – we can 
hand on mercy to those around us. We don’t 
have to get even. We don’t have teach folks a 
lesson. We can trust God to be God, and simp-
ly look after our callings in grace and peace.   

 

God bless, 

 

 

Pr. Long   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTOR LONG & FAMILY AWAY!  
They’re off to Florida to see Sherri’s mom and 
make sure all is well.  The Elders will lead the 
services on July 5th & 12th, and our TIM Pastor 
will be with us to lead service and Bible Study 
on July 19th, 

 

NOTE! –  
While Pastor Long is away, Thursday services 
are on hiatus until July 20th.  Also there will only 
be one service on Sundays 7/5, 7/12, and 7/19 
at 9:00 am. 

 

WHILE PASTOR IS AWAY — If you have an 
emergency and/or need Pastoral Care, call the 
church office (309-688-4321) or Tom Brosowske 
(309-264-7886) and a Pastor will be contacted for 
you. 
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Lessons for Sundays in July 
July 5th — 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 145:1-14, Zechariah 9:9-12; 
Romans 7:14-25a;  Matthew 11:25-30 
 

July 12th — 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 65:1-13; Isaiah 55:10-13; 
Romans 8:12-17;  Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
 

July 19th — 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 119:57-64; Isaiah 44:6-8; 
Romans 8:18-27; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

July 26th — 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 125; Deuteronomy 7:6-9’ 
Romans 8:28-39; Mattjew 13:44-52 

Elders: 
July 5 — Daniel Keehner 
 

July 12 — Dr. Joel Eckert 
 

July 19 — Phil King 
 

July 26 — Tom Brosowske 

Counters: 
Barb Zook & Diane Freeman 

Worship Notes 

Where Is It? Page 

Birthdays and Anniversaries,  3 

Calendar 9 

Just for Kids 3, 6  

Mt. Calvary News and Announcements 2, 7, 8 

Pastor’s Message   1-2 

Personnel 6 

Prayer List 4-5 

Worship Notes 3 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
  1. Parker Greenberg 

  3. Tina Maxwell 

  4. Bonnie Witherspoon 

  6. Christiane Ramahi 

  8. Raymond Benne 

 Jeremy Frank 

  9. Luann Claudin 

 Zoe Green 

14. Julie Frank 

15. Hudson Gavic 

 Yvonne Coltrin 

16. Annabelle Pendarvis 

17. Stacey Appell 

19. Norma Frank 

20. Lee Mauschbaugh 

 Brande Ruskusky 

21. Shelby Cooper 

22. Mark Norman  

 Ke’niya Shivers 

23. Ethan Horman 

 Scott Ruskusky 

 Grant Szold 

24. Carson Heckman 

26. Molly Horst  

28. Rod Pauli 

30. Jacob Maske  

31. Brian Warren 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
  3  Adam & Julie Heien 

13  Ralph & Kae Samp 

26  Bret & Amy Miller  

26  Derek & K.T. Johnson 

27  Gary & Kim Beenders 

28  Ray & Linda Khattar 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
July 5th — Doug & Kate Auer 

 

July 12th — Theresa Johnston 

 

July 19th — Judy Honig 

 

July 26th — Linda Khattar 
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Prayer Notes: Folks have 
asked from time to time “who 
all are we praying for?”  
Here’s a partial list with refer-
ence to their relation to the congregation.  If 

you know of anyone who needs to be added, 
or who can be removed, please let Pr. Long 
or Judy know.  Help us keep the list man-
ageable!   
 
 Jacob Achterberg – nephew to Linda Khat-

tar 
 Phyllis Basquin – mother to Luann Clau-

din 
 Ethan Saunders – grandson to Roger and 

Carole Hoffman  
 Gail and Jonathan von Holten – friends of 

Jessica Horman 
 Our “TIM” partners 
 Dave Maxwell – husband to Tina 
 Pr. Glenn Niemann – circuit pastor, disa-

bility 
 Jonathan Stutz – grandson to Donna 
 Maureen Leuba – Concordia parent 
 Christiane Ramahi – member 
 Yasmin Ramahi – daughter to Christiane 
 Eric Puterbaugh – friend of a member 
 Michael Teeter – friend to Long Family 
 Dale Warren – 
 Cathy Lenz – sister to Paula Horst 
 Jennifer Lenz – Cathy’s daughter, niece to 

Paula & Jerry 
 Alex Zook – grandson of Barb Zook 
 Faith Zook – granddaughter of Barb Zook 
 Jenna Zook – granddaughter of Barb Zook 
 Josh Crosiar – member 
 Anne Maske - member 
 Steve Brinkmann – son to Vonnie 
 Braylynn Davis – friend to Brill family 
 Steve Brown – family to Josh and Michelle 

Joseph 
 Gordon Dupres – family to the Tagges 
 Shane Cremeens – brother to Brande 

Ruskusky 

 Lil Mulvaney – friend to Pauli family 
 Ginny Preston – friend to LaVelle Borders 
 Clara Riddick – friend to Brill family 
 Max Wessler – father-in-law to Carol 

Wessler  
 Bill & Pam Barr – members 
 Megan Primmer – cousin to Ginger Able 
 Kenneth Garner – acquaintance of Jan 

Pacey (Phyllis Knebel’s daughter) 
 Lorrie Kaspar – mother to Julie (Kaspar) 

Eaton 
 Rod Pauli – member, son to Carolyn 
 Gloria Teeter – friend to Long Family 
 Mark Buettner – associate of Carol Wessler 
 Tamesha Gates – friend to Szold family 
 Sandra Boyer – daughter of food pantry 

contributor 
 Mark Leon – brother-in-law to Sue Leon 
 Shirley King – mother to Phil King 
 Rebecca Sierra – friend to Linda Khattar 
 Kris Taylor – Josh Joseph’s aunt 
 Delcie Lane – member 
 Mark Manthey – member 
 Sherry Emberton – Vonnie Brinkmann’s 

sister 
 Earl Boyett – father of Theresa Brusick 
 Sharon Rumbold – member at Bethel, 

Morton, occasional organist for us  
 Luann and Shelby Cooper – members 
 Victoria Buschard – family of Michael 

Marshall 
 Ms. Ellen Rytter – teacher at Concordia 
 Cheryl – friend to Linda Khattar 
 Jenny & Olivia Bradley – family to Lynn 

Laredo 
 Theo Norman – member, child of Cole and 

Brooke 
 Becky Richards – mother of Kim Carver 
 Daryl Claudin – member 
 Natalie Brusick – Daughter-in-law to Chris 

& Theresa 
 Deb Alig – co-worker of Theresa Johnston 
 Carol Loughridge – member 
 Harriet Caughey – member 

(Payer List continued on page 5) 

 T Prayer List T 
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 Maureen and children – extended family 
to Roger & Carole Hoffman 

 Teresa Kerrick –  
 Pr. Drews – Pastor at Trinity, Pekin 
 PJ Comacho – friend to Mark Manthey 
 Lorie Livingston – wife to Ty 
 Patty Caughey – member 
 Linda Perrone – friend to Patty Caughey 
 Jessica Horman - member 
 Elizabeth Auer – military, daughter to 

Doug 
 Tomi – mother to Chris Brusick 
 Diane Norris – friend of member 
 Ginny & Marty Liex – friends to LaVelle 

Borders 
 Ann Jacobson – sister in law to Carolyn 

Pauli 
 Hugh – friend of member 
 Vonnie Brinkmann – member 
 Carolyn Pauli – member 
 Jane Wood – mother to Sherri Long 
 Ryan & Carol Stetzler – friends of Katie 

(Tagge) Auer 
 Sue Elder – friend of Theresa Johnston 
 Tricia Smith – sister to Marcia Riddle  
 Chris Walker – brother-in-law to Vicky 

Jones  
 Brett Parrott – Erin’s brother-in-law 
 Paul Fager – member 
 Diane Freeman – member 
 Dan Moran – Judy Norman’s brother 
 Bev Hoffman – niece to Gordon 
 JayCee Grier 
 Norah Rossman – friend to Riebel family 
 Nan Borunda – sister to Lou Ann Cooper 
 Chris Pacey – son to Jan Pacey (daughter 

of Phyllis Knebel) 
 Donna Kirkman – sister to Lynn Laredo 
 Ilsa Adams – stepmother to Lynn Laredo 
 Robert Marshall – father to Michael Mar-

shall 
 David Heien – member 
 Ross Pauli – son of Carolyn 
 Deaconess Gillian – friend of the congrega-

tion 
 Gary Ruckle - member 

(Prayer List continued from page 4)  Trinity Foote – Kieth & Linda Crook’s 
granddaughter 

 Sherri Crosiar – Josh’s mother 
 Denise Shivers – member 
 Jane Millard – visitor 
 “Nylon” – visitor at Food Pantry 
 Cisneros Family – friends of a member 
 Joel Barr – Bill & Pam Barr’s son 
 Ruth and Richard Boch –  
 Wendy Mirretti -Mother-in-law to Bron-

wyn (Beenders) Mirretti  
 Vanessa Ruckle – member 
 Nancy O’Brian – niece to Pam Barr 
 Jim Smith – brother to Marcia Riddle 
 Lee Mauschbaugh – member 
 Jim Brosowske – Tom’s brother 
 Larry Frank – member 
 Hazel Krenzke – daughter of Dcs. Chris-

tine 
 Cindy Niebur – niece to Barb Zook 
 Julie Riddle – daughter in law to Marcia 
 Conner Brinkmann – grandson to Vonnie 
 Joe Leon – husband to Susie 
 Kathleen Tagge – daughter-in-law to Katie 
 Ben Claudin – member 
 Sandy Willaims-McFarlane – member 
 Jonathan Tagge – member 
 Rev. Larry & Pat Goetz – friends of the 

congregation 
 Larry Traub – member 
 Michelle Teel – sister to Vicky Brosowske 
 Gale Brill – father to Owen & Sydney 
 Robert Grinslade – member 
 Zeke Garrison – (military), Grandson to 

Gary & Kim Beenders 
 Gary Beenders – member 
 Shay Wright – former member 
 Beth Martin – cousin to Cheryl Riebel 
 John Breemer – brother to Jan Heien 
 David Auer & daughter – son of Doug 
 Jennifer Sarver – friend to Brandt Barr 
 Mike O’Brian – cousin to Pam Barr 
 Laurie Owens – sister to Scott Grinslade 
 Keith Crook – member 
 Theresa Fitzgerald – niece to Vonnie 

Brinkmann 
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Attendance  Com. 

General Fund 

Weekly Offering 

May 31 75 54 $3,532.00 

June 7 50 42 $6.675.00 

June 14 66 15 $2,995.00 

June 21 64 48 $1,640.00 

June 28 70 53 $6,872.00 

Total $21,714.00 

IN HIS SERVICE 

 

PASTOR: 
Rev. Barry Long           243-2042 
 
CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Mr. Ethan Yoder 
 
SECRETARY 
Mrs. Judy Honig          688-4321 
 
CONCORDIA SCHOOL 
Ms. Emily Craine          691-8921 
   Principal 
 
CONGREGATIONAL 
OFFICERS 
Chairman………………...……….Gerald Horst 
Vice-Chairman………..……….David Heien 
Secretary ………………………….Judy Honig 
Treasurer………………………Carol Wessler 
Finan. Secretary…..Theresa Johnston 

 
MEMORIALS  

AND SPECIAL GIFTS 
, LaVelle Borders & Eileen Benne 

 

WOMEN OF MT. CALVARY 
Chairperson                     Luann Claudin  
Vice Pres:                Theresa Johnston 
Secretary:                     Lisa Cornelius 
Treasurer:                 Dawn Henderson 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
Co-Presidents:   Abbie Matson  
                                  & Linda Khattar 
Treasurer:    Linda Khattar 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Pre-School-1st Grade —   Linda Crook 

& Linda Khattar 
 

2nd—5th Grades —       Teresa Brusick  
                                      & Kelly Eckert 
 
6th Grade-High School — Paula Horst 

Tom Brosowske 

CONCORDIA SCHOOL 
BOARD 

Kelly Eckert & Erin Green 
 

CONCORDIA FOUNDATION 
Eileen Benne & Connie Kissner 

 

CONCORDIA TRUSTEES 
Jarrod Horman 

 

BOARDS OF MT. CALVARY 

Board of Education 
Teresa Brusick & Paula Horst, 

 
Board of Evangelism 

  Dormant 
 

Board of Youth 
Michele Keehner  

 

Board of  
Long Range Planning 

Dormant 
 

Board of Property 
Chris Brusick, Lisa Cornelius, 

,, Jarrod Horman, Vicky Brosowske 
 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
Theresa Johnston, Kim Beenders 

Mike Gavic, Brett Hammer 
 

BOARD OF ELDERS 
(families under each Elder’s care) 

Achterberg –Brusick   Tom Brosowske 
Carver — Grinslade              Phil King 
Halverson — Kissner   Daniel Keehner 
Lampton — Norman    Gary Beenders 
Parrott — Zook            Dr. Joel Eckert 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
LaVelle Borders  

Paula & Jerry Horst 

 
 
 
 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:   
The Rev. Roger Disbro has learned of the death of 
his eldest son, Russell Disbro, in Washington, MO.  
He died unexpectedly in his sleep on May 30th.  A 
graveside service will be held in Washington on 
June 27th.  May his family find comfort and peace 
in our risen and ascended Savior, Jesus Christ. 



7 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Due to the generosity of the members from ten 
LCMS congregations in Peoria, Tazewell and 
Woodford counties, Peoria Area Lutherans for 
Life has been able to distribute 8516 baby dia-
pers and16,048 baby wipes to four local Chris-
tian non-profit entities that help women who 
have chosen life for their babies.  These baby 
supplies are provided at no cost to the mothers 
who also receive Christ-centered counseling, 
parenting classes, and other loving support 
from Living Alternatives in Pekin, and Wom-
en’s Care Center, Destiny for Women, and Em-
power Life Center in Peoria.  In addition to the 
baby supplies, 854 donated adult garments 
were distributed to Aperion Care Center in 
Morton.  Thanks to all who donated to our 
Mothers’ Day Diaper Collection in May and 
made it possible for us to bless people in Jesus’ 
name in this way.  God bless you for your gen-
erosity!   
Bob Wegner, Chairman, Peoria Area Lutherans 
for Life 
 

PIE IN JULY 
SATURDAY, JULY 11 @ 1:30 P.M. 
As the summer season gets into full swing we’d 
liove to take a moment to pause, connect, and 
spend a relaxing time together!  
The Women of Mt. Calvary and Family Life 
Committee are hosting a pie sampling after-
noon, and we would be thrilled to have every-
one join us. 
 

What:  Pie in July 
When:  Saturday, July 11th at 1:30 pm 
Where:  Mt. Calvary Parish Hall 
What to expect:  Fellowship and a variety of 
tasty pies made by the members of Mt. Calvary 
 

Please sign up on the bulletin board so that we 
can finalize the pie count. 
 

If you are interested in bringing a pie, please 
contact Luann Claudin (309-369-2606) or Lisa 
Cornelius (309-370-6338). 

LWML MITE BOX FUNDING  
As of early May, Lutheran 
Women in Mission (LWML) 
has dispersed $1.3 Million in 
funding for selected mission grants. Ten grants 
have been fully funded and LWML is not even 
halfway through the biennium with half the 
monies raised. Way to go, Congregations! 
Remember, we collect mite boxes on the first 

Sunday of each month with a collection box in 
the front entry way. You don't have to be a 
woman to put money into a mite box and you 
don't even have to have a mite box! Just drop 
your money/change into the large mite box and 
know you help fund some wonderful mission 
projects and activities. A list of those projects 
are available in the narthex. Thank you! 
 

LWML QUARTERLIES 
Copies of the Summer 2026 Edition of the 
LWML Quarterly are available on the table in 
the Narthex.  Ladies, have you picked one up?  
The Summer theme is “Blessings in Disguise.  
Find out what LWML groups around the coun-
try are doing to bring blessings to others while 
they in return receive blessings  in return.   
 

NEWS FROM THE FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE!  
Please join us for an evening of fellowship, 
food, and music on Wednesday, July 15 at 6:00 
p.m. in front of Kelleher’s Irish Pub & Eatery 
(619 SW Water, Peoria) for dinner and the Peo-
ria Municipal Band concert!  There are many 
items available on their menu $10-$30 (approx.). 
The Peoria Municipal Band concert begins at 
7:00 p.m. and the theme is “It’s an evening 
of Folk Songs”.  Courtney Huffman Frye is sing-
ing a special piece by Eric Whitacre and xylo-
phone soloist Christopher Brandt moves from 
the back of the band to the front.  The concert is 
free. 
We’re planning on getting some tables for din-
ner.  If you’d like to join us, please contact Paula 
Horst (309 657-3129) or Michele Keehner (309 
693-8095) or sign up on the bulletin board 
across from Pastor’s office by Tuesday, July 14.  
Rain date is Wednesday, July 22 
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CURRENT BIBLE STUDY TOPICS 

Youth Sunday School Classes. – On hiatus for 

the Summer.  The classes meet in the church 
basement at 10:30 am September through May. 
Watch for information about next school year 
in August.  
 
Sunday Morning Adult Class –  The Lord’s 
Prayer from the Small Catechism with Expla-
nation – on hiatus while Pastor’s family in on 

vacation.  Join us as we explore the privilege of 
Prayer.  Just what is prayer?  What are we to 
pray for?  We’ll take up these questions and a 
host of others as we explore the Catechism to-
gether.  Meets in the Parish Hall at 10:30 am. 

 
Men’s Bible Study -- The Formula of Concord:  
After Luther's death, with pressure from the 
Emperor, and in debate with other "reformed" 
churches, the Evangelical Lutherans found 
themselves besieged on all sides. And in the 
midst of that, they began debates among them-
selves that threatened to tear the "evangelical" 
churches apart. The Formula of Concord sought 
to resolve these debates on the basis of the 
Scriptures, and succeeded in giving the Luther-
an Church a foundation that has proven sturdy 
into our own age. Join us as we read through it 
to discover the gifts it has for us.  Men’s Bible 
Study meets on Wednesday mornings at 6:30 
am at Gebby’s Family Restaurant at 726 East 
War Memorial Drive in Peoria Heights.   
 
Thursday Lunch Together and Bible Study –  
on hiatus while Pastor’s family is on vacation.  
We’re reading the Gospel according to St. Luke. 
Trained as a physician, Luke is inspired to give 
an orderly account of Jesus' work so that all 
who hear can be "certain" of the things in which 
they have been catechized. He emphasizes the 
universality of God's grace in Christ, the com-
pleteness of the forgiveness that Jesus won for 
all, and Christ as the seeker of the lost and low-
ly.  We meet in the Parish Hall for lunch at 
12:00 pm and Bible Study at 12:30 pm. Come, 
join us! 

CONGRATULATIONOS TO:   
 Kate Tagge and Doug Auer who were 

untied in marriage on Saturday, June 27, 
2026.  May God bless them as they begin 
their life together as husband and wife. 

 Rob Cairncross and De Ann Hohulin who 
were joined in marriage on June 16, 2026 

 

JUDY AWAY – Judy will be gone July 17th, 18th, 
and 19th for her grand-daughter, Megan 
Benkendorf’s marriage to Jack Fletcher in St. 
Louis, MO.  If you are available to baby sit the 
office on Friday, July 17th, please let Judy know 
(309-688-4321). 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN; TELL THE NEXT 
GENERATION  
During a convention year, the LCMS gathers a 
National Offering.  This year the offering will 
support “making the Good News of Jesus 
Christ among families. “ 
The National Offering theme is based on Psalm 
78:4: 
“We will not hide them from their children, but tell 
to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the 
Lord, and His might, and the wonders that He has 
done.” 
Mt. Calvary will support this effort by 
providing self-addressed envelopes for you to 
send your gift directly to the Synod.  The 
envelopes will be on the table in the Narthex, 
attached to a flyer about the offering.  Please 
take one if you wish to participate. 
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