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Pastor s Column

Psalm 121

11 lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
2My help comes from the LORD,
Who made heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved;
He who keeps you will not slumber.
4Behold, He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
5The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
6 The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7The LORD will keep you from all evil;
He will keep your life.
8 The LORD will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
(English Standard Version)

Here’s another one of my favorite psalms to
share during visits. And the reason for that is
easy enough to see: the Psalmist’s confidence
that YHWH (the Lord God) will help, that He
is watching, is guarding and is preserving, is
practically infectious. And when we are in a
difficult place, this assurance is exactly what
we need.

Now it turns out that the English here cap-

tures the Hebrew pretty well - so I don’t have
any startling insights to offer by way of cor-
recting the translation. However, I do want to
offer you a couple of things to chew on as you
meditate upon this Scripture.

In the Hebrew, the psalm includes a
“superscription.” There are debates as to
whether these were original to the psalms, or
added by later “editors.” I'll spare you the
discussion. But, for Psalm 121, it is part of a
group of psalms (120-134) that all have the
superscription “Song of Ascents.” Scholars
believe that means these psalms were used by
pilgrims going to Jerusalem. Whether they
were inspired on other occasions, and then
later roped into that particular service, we just
don’t know.

The reason they were called “Songs of As-
cent” was because Jewish piety always looked
to Jerusalem, and the Temple, as the “highest
place.” Your actual change in elevation when
you went to God’s city wasn’t the issue. When
you went to the place where He promised to
be found, you were always “going up.”

And suddenly the opening of this psalm
comes to life. I'm not lifting up my eyes to any
old hill - I'm looking up to the “Holy Hill”
where I will worship in YHWH’s presence.
Because He has promised to be found there, I
know from whence my help comes.

(Pastor’s Column continued on page 2)



(Pastor’s Column continued from page 1)

And as I make my way toward Him, what
does He promise? He won’t let your foot slip,
He won't fall asleep on you, He won't let the
elements destroy you, He will keep your life.
In other words, as you join the pilgrims in
their journey to YHWH and His Holy City, He
will make sure that you get there. “Your going
out” refers to the beginning of your journey,
and “your coming in” refers to your arrival at
His House.

Now, today the Temple is no longer standing.
But we know that we have been grafted into
the Israel of faith, and that YHWH is now
found fully in His Son, Jesus our Lord. And
where to do find Jesus? In His Word, in His
Sacraments, among His People. In other
words, in His Church.

And Jesus is indeed the “help” that comes
from YHWH - for He is the One Who has re-
deemed us and Who gives us new and ever-
lasting life.

Which means that as we come to worship, this
“song of ascent” can be sung by us as we
leave our homes, and head to church. “I lift up
my eyes....”

God bless,
~ ) [ et +
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Pr. Long

CONFIRMATION CLASS TO BEGIN

Do you have a child in 6th or 7th grade? Con-
tact Pastor Long about enrolling them in the
Youth Confirmation Class. This is a two year
program that meets on Sunday afternoons from
1:30 to 2:30 pm. where they will study the six
chief parts of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
in preparation for Confirmation and receiving
the Lord’s Supper. Our first meeting will be
Sunday, September 20th at 1:30 pm.

CURRENT BIBLE STUDY TOPICS

Youth Sunday School Classes: SUNDAY
SCHOOL IS COMING! And with a new season,
we're charging up the format. We will now of-
fer Sunday School for ages pre-K through Jr.
High on the second Sunday of each month.
The Sunday School hour will include a lesson,
snacks, an activity, and fellowship. This is a
great opportunity for our younger members
to grow in faith, knowledge, and community.
So, come join us! Our "kick-off* will be Sun-
day, September 13. The class is from 10:30 -
11:30 am..

Sunday Morning Adult Class: The Lord’s
Prayer from the Small Catechism with Expla-
nation - Join us as we explore the privilege of
Prayer. Just what is prayer? What are we to
pray for? We'll take up these questions and a
host of others as we explore the Catechism to-
gether. Meets in the Parish Hall at 10:30 am.

Men’s Bible Study: The Formula of Concord
— After Luther's death, with pressure from the
Emperor, and in debate with other "reformed"
churches, the Evangelical Lutherans found
themselves besieged on all sides. And in the
midst of that, they began debates among them-
selves that threatened to tear the "evangelical"
churches apart. The Formula of Concord sought
to resolve these debates on the basis of the
Scriptures, and succeeded in giving the Luther-
an Church a foundation that has proven sturdy
into our own age. Join us as we read through it
to discover the gifts it has for us. Men’s Bible
Study meets on Wednesday mornings at 6:30
am at Gebby’s Family Restaurant at 726 East
War Memorial Drive in Peoria Heights.

Thursday Lunch Together and Bible Study:
We're reading the Gospel according to St. Luke.
Trained as a physician, Luke is inspired to give
an orderly account of Jesus' work so that all
who hear can be "certain" of the things in which
they have been catechized. He emphasizes the
universality of God's grace in Christ, the com-
pleteness of the forgiveness that Jesus won for
all, and Christ as the seeker of the lost and low-
ly. We meet in the Parish Hall for lunch at
12:00 pm and Bible Study at 12:30 pm. Come,
join us!
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Birchdays

C.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3. Joshua Varvil

4. Jorrdyn Foote
5. Brady Carver
10. Brooke Barr
14. Jill Adcock
Vonnie Brinkmann
I5. Mary Etta Romero-Cortes
17. Dan Bremer
Adley LaGrand
19. Paul Meyer
Jessica Shivers
22. Jacqueline Pendarvis
23. Keith Moore
24. Phil King
27. Hunter Whitby
29.  Swayde Gibler

SEPTEMBE-

“Worship Notes

Lessons for Sundays in September
September 6th — 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 32:1-7; Ezekiel 33:7-9:

Romans 13:1-10; Matthew 18:1-20

September 13th — 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 103:1-12; Genesis 50:15-21;
Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35

September 20th — 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 27:1-9; Isaiah 55:6-9;
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30; Matthew 20:1-16

September 27th — 18th Sunday after Pentecost

Anniversaries

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
3 Bret & MacKensie Greenberg
4 Jerry & Paula Horst
5 Brian & Diane Freeman
9 Josh & Michele Joseph
20 Jonathan & Michelle Tagge
25 Ben & Allison Claudin
28 Keith & Carey Moore

ALTAR FLOWERS
September 6th —Eilene Benne

September |3th — Carolyn Pauli
September 20th —Doug Auer

September 27th —Barb Zook

COUNTERS

Diane Freeman & Barb Zook

Psalm 25:1-10; Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Philippians 2:1-18; Matthew 21:23-32

Elders:
September 6th — Dr. Joel Eckert

September 13th — Phil King
September 20th — Tom Brosowske

September 27th — Daniel Keehner
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A sweet reminder that God is
always growing something
new, no matter the season.

As summer winds down and
a new school year begins,
remember He is at work in

your life, helping you grow in

faith, kindness and courage.

With His help, you can grow in

wisdom, build friendships and

shine His love wherever you go.

What you need:

® 2 cups milk

* 1 (4-serving) box
chocolate instant
pudding mix i

* 1 (8 oz.) tub whipped topping, thawed

* 1 (16 oz.) package Oreo @
(4
e

cookies, crushed
* 8 (9 oz.) clear plastic cups
¢ Gummy worms or frogs
(optional)

What you do:

1. In a large bowl, whisk together milk
and pudding mix for 2 minutes. Let
stand for 5 minutes until thickened.

2. Gently fold in the whipped topping.

3. Add a layer of crushed cookies to
the bottom of each cup.

4. Spoon pudding mixture on top,
filling the cups about % full.

5. Sprinkle more crushed cookies on
top to look like “dirt.”

6. Add gummy worms or frogs for fun.

7. Chill until ready to serve, or enjoy:
right away.

Ggo, | am doing d neW thing!

. ot
o gg‘f,‘; #? — lsdiah 43:14 (NIV)
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“Prayer List

)< ) Prayer Notes: Folks have
{/ 1aYer Z/ S[" asked from time to time
5 “who all are we praying
for?” Here’s a partial list
with reference to their relation to the congrega-
tion. If you know of anyone who needs to be
added, or who can be removed, please let Pr.
Long or Judy know. Help us keep the list
manageable!

¢ Jacob Achterberg - nephew to Linda Khattar

¢ Phyllis Basquin - mother to Luann Claudin

¢ Ethan Saunders - grandson to Roger and
Carole Hoffman

% Gail and Jonathan von Holten - friends of

Jessica Horman

Pr. Hoech & Ivy - our “TIM” partners

Dave Maxwell - husband to Tina

Pr. Glenn Niemann - circuit pastor, disabil-

ity

Jonathan Stutz - grandson to Donna

Maureen Leuba - Concordia parent

Christiane Ramahi - member

Yasmin Ramahi - daughter to Christiane

Eric Puterbaugh - friend of a member

Michael Teeter - friend to Long Family

Dale Warren -

Cathy Lenz - sister to Paula Horst

Jennifer Lenz - Cathy’s daughter, niece to

Paula & Jerry

Alex Zook - grandson of Barb Zook

Faith Zook - granddaughter of Barb Zook

Jenna Zook - granddaughter of Barb Zook

Josh Crosiar - member

Anne Maske - member

Steve Brinkmann - son to Vonnie

Braylynn Davis - friend to Brill family

Steve Brown - family to Josh and Michelle

Joseph

Gordon Dupres - family to the Tagges

Shane Cremeens - brother to Brande

Ruskusky

Lil Mulvaney - friend to Pauli family

Ginny Preston - friend to LaVelle Borders

¢ Clara Riddick - friend to Brill family
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Max Wessler - father-in-law to Carol Wess-
ler

Bill & Pam Barr - members

Megan Primmer - cousin to Ginger Abel
Kenneth Garner - acquaintance of Jan Pacey
(Phyllis Knebel’s daughter)

Lorrie Kaspar - mother to Julie (Kaspar)
Eaton

Rod Pauli - member, son to Carolyn

Gloria Teeter - friend to Long Family

Mark Buettner - associate of Carol Wessler
Tamesha Gates - friend to Szold family
Sandra Boyer - daughter of food pantry con-
tributor

Mark Leon - brother-in-law to Sue Leon
Shirley King - mother to Phil King

Rebecca Sierra - friend to Linda Khattar
Kris Taylor - Josh Joseph’s aunt

Delcie Lane - member

Mark Manthey - member

Sherry Emberton - Vonnie Brinkmann’s sis-
ter

Earl Boyett - father of Theresa Brusick
Sharon Rumbold - member at Bethel, Mor-
ton, occasional organist for us

Luann and Shelby Cooper - members
Victoria Buschard - family of Michael Mar-
shall

Cheryl - friend to Linda Khattar

Jenny & Olivia Bradley - family to Lynn La-
redo

Theo Norman - member, child of Cole and
Brooke

Becky Richards - mother of Kim Carver
Daryl Claudin - member

Natalie Brusick - Daughter-in-law to Chris
& Theresa

Deb Alig - co-worker of Theresa Johnston
Carol Loughridge - member

Harriet Caughey - member

Maureen and children - extended family to
Roger & Carole Hoffman

Teresa Kerrick -

Pr. Drews - Pastor at Trinity, Pekin

PJ Comacho - friend to Mark Manthey

(Prayer Listcontinued on page 5)



“Prayer List (continued)

(Prayer List continued from page 4)
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Lorie Livingston - wife to Ty

Patty Caughey - member

Linda Perrone - friend to Patty Caughey
Jessica Horman - member

Elizabeth Auer - military, daughter to Doug
Tomi - mother to Chris Brusick

Diane Norris - friend of member

Ginny & Marty Liex - friends to LaVelle
Borders

Ann Jacobson - sister in law to Carolyn Pau-
li

Hugh - friend of member

Vonnie Brinkmann - member

Carolyn Pauli - member

Jane Wood - mother to Sherri Long

Ryan & Carol Stetzler - friends of Katie
Tagge

Sue Elder - friend of Theresa Johnston
Tricia Smith - sister to Marcia Riddle

Chris Walker - brother-in-law to Vicky Jones
Brett Parrott - Erin’s brother-in-law

Paul Fager - member

Diane Freeman - member

Dan Moran - Judy Norman’s brother

Bev Hoffman - niece to Gordon

JayCee Grier

Norah Rossman - friend to Riebel family
Nan Borunda - sister to Lou Ann Cooper
Chris Pacey - son to Jan Pacey (daughter of
Phyllis Knebel)

Donna Kirkman - sister to Lynn Laredo
Ilsa Adams - stepmother to Lynn Laredo
Robert Marshall - father to Michael Marshall
David Heien - member

Ross Pauli - son of Carolyn

Gary Ruckle - member

Trinity Foote - Kieth & Linda Crook’s
granddaughter

Sherri Crosiar - Josh’s mother

Denise Shivers - member

Jane Millard - visitor

“Nylon” - visitor at Food Pantry

Cisneros Family - friends of a member

Joel Barr - Bill & Pam Barr’s son

Ruth and Richard Boch -
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Wendy Mirretti -Mother-in-law to Bronwyn
(Beenders) Mirretti

Vanessa Ruckle - member

Nancy O’Brian - niece to Pam Barr

Jim Smith - brother to Marcia Riddle

Lee Mauschbaugh - member

Jim Brosowske - Tom’s brother

Larry Frank - member

Hazel Krenzke - daughter of Dcs. Christine
Cindy Niebur - niece to Barb Zook

Julie Riddle - daughter in law to Marcia
Conner Brinkmann - grandson to Vonnie
Joe Leon - husband to Susie

Kathleen Tagge - daughter-in-law to Katie
Ben Claudin - member

Sandy Willaims-McFarlane - member
Jonathan Tagge - member

Rev. Larry & Pat Goetz - friends of the con-
gregation

Larry Traub - member

Michelle Teel - sister to Vicky Brosowske
Gale Brill - father to Owen & Sydney
Robert Grinslade - member

Zeke Garrison - (military), Grandson to
Gary & Kim Beenders

Gary Beenders - member

Shay Wright - former member

Beth Martin - cousin to Cheryl Riebel

John Bremer - brother to Jan Heien

David Auer & daughter - son of Doug
Jennifer Sarver - friend to Brandt Barr
Mike O’Brian - cousin to Pam Barr

Keith Crook - member

Theresa Fitzgerald - niece to Vonnie Brink-
mann

Jai Green - member

Jocelyn Cornelius - daughter-in-law to Lisa
Cornelius
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General Fund

Attendance Com. | Weekly Offering
August 2 80 | 60 $6,685.00
August 9 78 | 19 $3,010.00
August 16 87 | 64 $5,148.00
August 23 57 | 21 $1,707.00
August 30 91 | 28 $3,662.00

Total: $20,212.00
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BEATITUDES

Fill in the blanks below to complete
the crossword. Answers are
based on Matthew 5:1-13, NIV.

ACROSS
5. Blessed are the

7. Blessed are the

DOWN
1. Blessed are the

4. Great is your

7. Blessed are those who

, for they will receive mercy.

9. Blessed are those who hunger and

, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
3. Blessed are those who are

in heaven.

2. and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.
, for they will see God.

6. Blessed are those who and thirst after righteousness.

8. Blessed are the ___, for they will inherit the earth.
, for they will be filled.

for righteousness’ sake.

, for they will be comforted.
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IN HIS SERVICE

PASTOR:
Rev. Barry Long

CHOIR DIRECTOR
Mr. Ethan Yoder

SECRETARY
Mrs. Judy Honig

CONCORDIA SCHOOL

243-2042

688-4321

Ms. Emily Craine 691-8921
Principal

CONGREGATIONAL
OFFICERS

Chairman.............. .....Gerald Horst
Vice-Chairman. ..David Heien
Secretary ... Judy Honig
Treasurer......... ...Carol Wessler

Finan. Secretary.....Theresa Johnston

MEMORIALS
AND SPECIAL GIFTS

, LaVelle Borders & Eileen Benne

WOMEN OF MT. CALVARY
Chairperson Luann Claudin
Vice Pres: Theresa Johnston
Secretary: Lisa Cornelius
Treasurer: Dawn Henderson

ALTAR GUILD
Co-Presidents: Abbie Matson
& Linda Khattar

Linda Khattar

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Pre-School-1st Grade — Linda Crook
& Linda Khattar

Treasurer:

2nd—5th Grades — Teresa Brusick

& Kelly Eckert

6th Grade-High School — Paula Horst
Tom Brosowske

CONCORDIA SCHOOL
BOARD
Kelly Eckert & Erin Green

CONCORDIA FOUNDATION
Eileen Benne & Connie Kissner

CONCORDIA TRUSTEES
Jarrod Horman

BOARDS OF MT. CALVARY

BoOARD OF EDUCATION
Teresa Brusick & Paula Horst,

BOARD OF EVANGELISM
Dormant

BOARD OF YOUTH
Michele Keehner

BOARD OF
LONG RANGE PLANNING
Dormant

BOARD OF PROPERTY
Chris Brusick, Lisa Cornelius,
,. Jarrod Horman, Vicky Brosowske

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP
Theresa Johnston, Kim Beenders
Mike & Ashley Gavic, Brett Hammer

BOARD OF ELDERS
(families under each Elder's care)
Achterberg -Brusick Tom Brosowske
Carver — Grinslade Phil King
Halverson — Kissner  Daniel Keehner
Lampton — Norman Gary Beenders
Parrott — Zook Dr. Joel Eckert

FOOD PANTRY
LaVelle Borders
Paula & Jerry Horst

CUB SCOUT ROUNDUP! Cub Scout Pack 155 will host
our annual Cub Scout Roundup Night on Monday, Sep-
tember 14, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Concordia Lutheran
School. Weather permitting, we’ll meet outside between
the Commons and Gym B (rain location: Gym B). This
open-house style event will feature S’Mores and a chance
for families to learn more about Cub Scouting, which is
open to all boys and girls in grades K-5. Come see what
Cub Scouts is all about and learn how your child can get
involved! For specific questions about Pack 155 or joining,
email cubmasterpack155peoria@gmail.com.
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FOOD PANTRY NEEDS IN SEPTEMBER -

During September our pantry is requesting
donations of Boxed Dinners, Boxed Potatoes,
Mac & Cheese, Canned Fruit, Canned
Vegetables, (other than corn or green beans),
and Vegetable Oil, (or anything else you
might wish to bring which will be greatly
appreciated.) And again, they can always use
volunteers - the volunteers they have (and are
very thankful for) are stretched to the limit.

PEORIA ANTI-HUNGER COALITION ANNUAL
MEETING — The Anti-Hunger Coalition will be
having their annual meeting on Wednesday,
September 23rd at 6:00 pm, for a potluck meal
and their annual meeting here at Mt. Calvary.
Pantry volunteers and anyone interested in
what the Anti Hunger Coalition does for fami-
lies in need, is welcome to attend. Contact
LaVelle or Paula for more information.

FROM FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE

We are currently working on several dinner the-
ater options at the Barn and The Mackinaw
Winery so watch for more details to come.

There is also the possibility of a wiener roast
this fall.

CUB SCOUT ROUNDUP! Cub Scout Pack 155
will host our annual Cub Scout Roundup
Night on Monday, September 14, from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. at Concordia Lutheran School.
Weather permitting, we’ll meet outside be-
tween the Commons and Gym B (rain location:
Gym B). This open-house style event will fea-
ture S'Mores and a chance for families to learn
more about Cub Scouting, which is open to all
boys and girls in grades K-5. Come see what
Cub Scouts is all about and learn how your
child can get involved! For specific questions
about Pack 155 or joining, email cubmas-
terpack155peoria@gmail.com.

CONCORDIA FAMILY MEETING -- The annual
meeting of Concordia families with the Elders
and Pastor Long is scheduled for Sunday, Sep-
tember 27th immediately following the 11:45 am
service. If you are unable to attend, please con-
tact Pastor Long and he will set up a time for
you to meet .Discussion for the meeting will in-
clude expectations and answer any concerns
that the parents have.

LUTHERAN LAYMEN'S LEAGUE RETREAT --
The topic for this year’s Annual Fall Retreat of
CID LLL District is “Life Issues.” We will have
the Biblical Perspective, CID LCMS Perspective,
and the Illinois Right to Life Perspective. We
will be discussing the preborn issues, as well as
end of life issues. This will be Saturday, Sep-
tember 12th, at Camp Cilca with doors opening
at 8:30. Retreat will be from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Registration is $25.00 which includes lunch;
deadline is September 7th. Mail registration to:
Deloris Blessman, 24204 CR 1850N, Topeka, IL
61567. For more information contact Deloris at
delorisblessman@yahoo.com or 309-361-1461.

YOU'RE INVITED TO: the Women of Mt. Cal-
vary Gathering & Meeting - September 19You
are warmly invited to gather with us on Satur-
day, September 19, at 9:30 AM in the Mt. Cal-
vary Parish Hall for our monthly meeting. This
gathering is an opportunity to set our course
and coordinate our activities and outreach for
the upcoming year. Together, we will focus on
our mission to uplift one another, serve our
congregation, support local community part-
ners, and extend care to international organiza-
tions. Whether you have been involved for
years or are attending for the first time, this is
your chance to discover how you, our congre-
gation and community can be shaped and
transformed through shared fellowship. Every
woman in our congregation is automatically a
member of the Women of Mt. Calvary, and
your voice, gifts, and presence are vital to our
shared future. Come ready for wonderful fel-
lowship, meaningful planning, and fun—and
enjoy coffee and treats on us! Please bring your
ideas, your heart for service, and a fellow Sister
in Christ. We can’t wait to see you there!

Warmly in faith, Women of Mt. Calvary Offic-
ers: Dawn Henderson, Theresa Johnston, Lisa
Cornelius and Luann Claudin
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