
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 

 DIVINE SERVICE I/HOLY COMMUNION  
LSB PAGE 151 

REGISTRATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
Members of Mt. Calvary and visitors, who are confirmed members in good standing of 
congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, are asked to announce attendance 
at Holy Communion by means of the registration cards in the pews.  Non-member visitors 
and guests, who may desire to attend Holy Communion, are asked to speak in person with 
the pastor before doing so.  Those who desire a blessing, but choose not to commune, may 
come forward and simply cross their hands over their chest. 
In accord with Holy Scripture, our church teaches that Holy Communion is open only to 
those who: (1) have been baptized in the name of the Triune God;  Matt. 28:19, Acts 2:41-
42; (2) are able to examine themselves both as to what this meal is and also its purpose;  1 
Cor. 11:26-30; (3) have confessed and repented of their sins;  1 John 1:8-2:3; (4) believe 
that in, with, and under the bread and wine all communicants receive the true body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins:  1 Cor. 11:23-27, 1 Cor. 10:16, 
Matt. 26:26-28; and who (5) are united in belief in the same teaching:  1 Cor. 10:17, Rom. 
16:18, 2 John 10-11, Matt. 28:20, Heb. 13:9. 
 
Looking for extra help in focusing your thoughts for the Lord’s Supper?  “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” was prepared by Luther to address just that.  They can be 
found in your hymnal on pages 329-330.  Review them if you get to church early, or if you 
are waiting to be invited forward. 

 
Prayer Before Worship 
O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I 
may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my  only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

  
PRELUDE   
  
RINGING BELL CALLS US TO WORSHIP  
  
WELCOME  
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OPENING HYMN LSB 905  Come, Thou Almighty King 
   

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Page 151 
P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: AMEN. 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: BUT IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS, GOD, WHO IS FAITHFUL AND JUST, WILL 

FORGIVE OUR SINS AND CLEANSE US FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 
  
 (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
  
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: MOST MERCIFUL GOD, WE CONFESS THAT WE ARE BY NATURE SINFUL AND 

UNCLEAN. WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST YOU IN THOUGHT, WORD, AND DEED, BY 
WHAT WE HAVE DONE AND BY WHAT WE HAVE LEFT UNDONE. WE HAVE NOT 
LOVED YOU WITH OUR WHOLE HEART; WE HAVE NOT LOVED OUR NEIGHBORS AS 
OURSELVES. WE JUSTLY DESERVE YOUR PRESENT AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR SON, JESUS CHRIST, HAVE MERCY ON US. FORGIVE 
US, RENEW US, AND LEAD US, SO THAT WE MAY DELIGHT IN YOUR WILL AND 
WALK IN YOUR WAYS TO THE GLORY OF YOUR HOLY NAME. AMEN. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: AMEN. 
  

INTROIT Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16; Antiphon: V. 17 

 
I WILL OFFER TO YOU THE SACRIFICE OF THANKS- | GIVING* 
 AND CALL ON THE NAME | OF THE LORD. 
WHAT SHALL I RENDER | TO THE LORD* 
 FOR ALL HIS BENE- | FITS TO ME? 
I WILL LIFT UP THE CUP OF SAL- | VATION* 
 AND CALL ON THE NAME | OF THE LORD. 
PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT | OF THE LORD* 
 IS THE DEATH | OF HIS SAINTS. 
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O LORD, I AM YOUR | SERVANT;* 
 I AM YOUR SERVANT, THE SON OF YOUR MAIDSERVANT.  
 YOU HAVE | LOOSED MY BONDS. 
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND | TO THE SON* 
 AND TO THE HOLY | SPIRIT; 
AS IT WAS IN THE BE- | GINNING,* 
 IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER. | AMEN. 
I WILL OFFER TO YOU THE SACRIFICE OF THANKS- | GIVING* 
 AND CALL ON THE NAME | OF THE LORD. 

  
KYRIE Pages 152-53 
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HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria in Excelsis Page 154 
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SALUTATION Page 156 
  

 

 
  
COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray. 
C: LORD GOD, HEAVENLY FATHER, SINCE WE CANNOT STAND BEFORE YOU 

RELYING ON ANYTHING WE HAVE DONE, HELP US TRUST IN YOUR ABIDING 
GRACE AND LIVE ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, YOUR 
SON, OUR LORD, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
ONE GOD, NOW AND FOREVER.  AMEN. 
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FIRST READING Isaiah 55:6-9 
6“Seek the Lord while He may be found; 
 call upon Him while He is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the Lord, that He may have compassion on him, 
 and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 
8For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
 so are My ways higher than your ways 
 and My thoughts than your thoughts.” 
  
P: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
   

PSALM Psalm 27:1-9 (Sung responsively by verse) 
   

 
1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?* 
 The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
 of whom shall I | be afraid? 
2WHEN EVILDOERS ASSAIL ME TO EAT | UP MY FLESH,* 
 MY ADVERSARIES AND FOES, 
 IT IS THEY WHO STUM- | BLE AND FALL. 
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart | shall not fear;* 
 though war arise against me, yet I will be | confident. 
4ONE THING HAVE I ASKED OF THE LORD, THAT WILL I SEEK | AFTER:* 
 THAT I MAY DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, 
 TO GAZE UPON THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD  
 AND TO INQUIRE IN HIS | TEMPLE. 
5For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of | trouble;* 
 He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; 
 He will lift me high up- | on a rock. 
6AND NOW MY HEAD SHALL BE LIFTED UP  ABOVE MY ENEMIES ALL AROUND ME, 
AND I WILL OFFER IN HIS TENT SACRIFICES WITH | SHOUTS OF JOY;* 
 I WILL SING AND MAKE MELODY | TO THE LORD. 
7Hear, O Lord, when I | cry aloud;* 
 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
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8YOU HAVE SAID, | “SEEK MY FACE.”* 
 MY HEART SAYS TO YOU, “YOUR FACE, LORD, | DO I SEEK.” 
9Hide not your face from me.  Turn not your servant away in | anger,* 
 O You Who have been my help.  Cast me not off; forsake me not, 
 O God of my sal- | vation! 
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND | TO THE SON* 

AND TO THE HOLY | SPIRIT; 
AS IT WAS IN THE BE- | GINNING,* 

IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER. | AMEN. 
   
SECOND READING Philippians 1:12-14,19-30 
 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard 
and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having 
become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word 
without fear. . . . 
 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will 
turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all 
ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in 
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard 
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so 
that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to 
you again. 
 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 
and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with 
one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by 
your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and 
that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not 
only believe in Him but also suffer for His sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that you saw 
I had and now hear that I still have. 
  
P: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
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GOSPEL VERSE Page 156 
  

 

 
  
INTRODUCTION  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
  

 
  
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 20:1-16 
1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early 
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for 
a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour 
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into 
the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.  5So they went. Going out 
again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do 
you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh 
hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, 
they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a 
denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, 
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take 
what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am 
I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
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P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
  
SERMON HYMN LSB 555  Salvation Unto Us Has Come 
  vv. 1, 2 – All 

         3 – Men 
         4 – Women 
     5, 6 -- All 
         7 -- Men 
         8 – Women 
   9, 10 -- All     

SERMON   
 

NICENE CREED Page 158 
C:   I BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND 

EARTH AND OF ALL THINGS VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE.   
  AND IN ONE LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD, 
BEGOTTEN OF HIS FATHER BEFORE ALL WORLDS, GOD OF GOD, LIGHT OF 
LIGHT, VERY GOD OF VERY GOD, BEGOTTEN, NOT MADE, BEING OF ONE 
SUBSTANCE WITH THE FATHER, BY WHOM ALL THINGS WERE MADE; WHO FOR 
US MEN AND FOR OUR SALVATION CAME DOWN FROM HEAVEN AND WAS 
INCARNATE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT OF THE VIRGIN MARY AND WAS MADE MAN;  
AND WAS CRUCIFIED ALSO FOR US UNDER PONTIUS PILATE.  HE SUFFERED AND 
WAS BURIED.  AND THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN ACCORDING TO THE 
SCRIPTURES AND ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF 
THE FATHER.  AND HE WILL COME AGAIN WITH GLORY TO JUDGE BOTH THE 
LIVING AND THE DEAD, WHOSE KINGDOM WILL HAVE NO END.    
  AND I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE LORD AND GIVER OF LIFE, WHO 
PROCEEDS FROM THE FATHER AND THE SON, WHO WITH THE FATHER AND THE 
SON TOGETHER IS WORSHIPED AND GLORIFIED, WHO SPOKE BY THE PROPHETS.  
AND I BELIEVE IN ONE HOLY CHRISTIAN AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH, I 
ACKNOWLEDGE ONE BAPTISM FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, AND I LOOK FOR 
THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD AND THE LIFE T OF THE WORLD TO COME. 
AMEN. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Page 159 
   
OFFERTORY What Shall I Render to the Lord 

Psalm 116 
Pages 159-60 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHOIR OFFERTORY Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
S. Drummond Wolff 

Adult Choir 

  
PREFACE Page 160 
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PROPER PREFACE  
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin 
Mary.  For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to 
death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people.  Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

  
SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Page 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  Page 161 
P:   Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us 
by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.    
  Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: AMEN. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER Page 162, Right Column 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM 

COME, THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN; GIVE US THIS DAY 
OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE 
WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT 
DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE 
GLORY FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. 

   
WORDS OF OUR LORD (Words of Institution) Page 162, Right Column 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI The Peace of the Lord Page 163 
   

 

 
   
AGNUS DEI Lamb of God Page 163 
   

 

 

 

 
   
 
 Prayer before Communing:  Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your 

table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to 
receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of 
Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

  
 Thanksgiving after Receiving the Sacrament:  Almighty and everlasting God, I thank 

and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 
Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  
Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
 Hymn: LSB 652  Father We Thank Thee 
    
 Hymn: LSB 827  Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling  
   
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: May the true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and His most precious Blood, strengthen 

you in true faith, granting you the forgiveness of sins, unto life everlasting.  Depart in 
peace. 

C: AMEN. 
  
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Nunc Dimittis – Song of Simeon 

Lord, Now You Let Your Servant 
Page 165 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  Page 166 
P: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: AMEN.  
   
BENEDICTION  Page 166 
   

 

 
   
CLOSING HYMN LSB  738  Lord of All Hopefulness 
   
SILENT PRAYER 
 Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received 

both forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ.  I 
thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all 
Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 

   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
POSTLUDE 

T T T 
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