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EIGHTEENTH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
September 27, 2026 

+ The Order of Matins + 
Lutheran Service Book – Pages 219-228 

 

Prayer Before Worship  
 O Lord, my Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and 

in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word 
so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow 
in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

  

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE 
 

OPENING HYMN LSB 534  Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor 
   
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Page 151 
P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: AMEN. 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: BUT IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS, GOD, WHO IS FAITHFUL AND JUST, WILL FORGIVE 

OUR SINS AND CLEANSE US FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 
  
 (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
  
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: MOST MERCIFUL GOD, WE CONFESS THAT WE ARE BY NATURE SINFUL AND 

UNCLEAN. WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST YOU IN THOUGHT, WORD, AND DEED, BY 
WHAT WE HAVE DONE AND BY WHAT WE HAVE LEFT UNDONE. WE HAVE NOT 
LOVED YOU WITH OUR WHOLE HEART; WE HAVE NOT LOVED OUR NEIGHBORS AS 
OURSELVES. WE JUSTLY DESERVE YOUR PRESENT AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 
FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR SON, JESUS CHRIST, HAVE MERCY ON US. FORGIVE US, 
RENEW US, AND LEAD US, SO THAT WE MAY DELIGHT IN YOUR WILL AND WALK IN 
YOUR WAYS TO THE GLORY OF YOUR HOLY NAME. AMEN. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: AMEN. 
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PSALMODY Venite O Come, Let Us Sing 
 Antiphon 
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 Second Psalm  Psalm 25:1–10 (Sung responsively by verse) 
   

 
1To You, | O Lord,* 
 I lift | up my soul. 
2O MY GOD, IN YOU I TRUST; 
LET ME NOT BE | PUT TO SHAME;* 
 LET NOT MY ENEMIES EXULT | OVER ME. 
3Indeed, none who wait for You shall be | put to shame;* 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 
4MAKE ME TO KNOW YOUR WAYS, | O LORD;* 
 TEACH ME | YOUR PATHS. 
5Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
for You are the God of my sal- | vation;* 
 for You I wait all the | day long. 
6REMEMBER YOUR MERCY, O LORD, AND YOUR | STEADFAST LOVE,* 
 FOR THEY HAVE BEEN | FROM OF OLD. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;* 
 according to Your steadfast love remember me, 
 for the sake of Your goodness, | O Lord! 
8GOOD AND UPRIGHT | IS THE LORD;* 
 THEREFORE HE INSTRUCTS SINNERS | IN THE WAY. 
9He leads the humble in | what is right,* 
 and teaches the humble | His way. 
10ALL THE PATHS OF THE LORD ARE STEADFAST LOVE AND | FAITHFULNESS,* 
 FOR THOSE WHO KEEP HIS COVENANT AND HIS TESTI- | MONIES. 
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND | TO THE SON* 

AND TO THE HOLY | SPIRIT; 
AS IT WAS IN THE BE- | GINNING,* 

IS NOW, AND WILL BE FOREVER. | AMEN. 
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OFFICE HYMN LSB 873  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
   
FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 1The Word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth 
are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by 
you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son 
is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 
 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away from 
his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he 
shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed 
and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned 
away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 
29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are My 
ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 
 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 
declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your 
ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.” 
   

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
  

ANYHRM: Your  Word Is Growing Me 
 The Songwriter’s Initiative @ Concordia University, Irvine 

Sung by the K-Fifth Grades, Concordia, Lutheran School, Peoria 
  
SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-18 
 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ Jesus, 6Who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly 
exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13for it is God Who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the Word of Life, so that in 
the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to 
be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
  
P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
  
GOSPEL VERSE Matthew 28:18b 
P: Alleluia. All authority in heaven and on earth. 
C: HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME. ALLELUIA 
  

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 21:23–32 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD. 

 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
up to Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave You this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, 
and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” 
And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to 
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward 
he changed his mind and went. 30And he went to the other son and said the same. And 
he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came to you in the way 
of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change 
your minds and believe him.” 
  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 
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RESPONSORY  
  

 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY LSB 608  Lord, to You I Make Confession  
 

SERMON 
 

CANTICLE Te Deum LSB p. 223 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB p. 227 
  

KYRIE  

 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
C: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM 

COME, THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN; GIVE US THIS DAY 
OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE 
WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT 
DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE 
GLORY FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. 

  

COLLECTS  

 

 
  
 Collect of the Day 
P: Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 

Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be 
led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
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 Collect for Matins 
P: Almighty God, heavenly Father, Your mercies are new to us every morning, and You 

abundantly provide for all our wants of body and soul.  Give us we humbly pray, 
Your Holy Spirit that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness toward 
us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and cheerfully serve You. 

 
  
        For Guidance in Our Calling LSB p. 311 
P: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out 
with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us 
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
 

        For Responsible Citizenship LSB p.313 
P: Lord, keep this nation under Your care. Bless the leaders of our land that we may 

be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the 
earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions 
for the general welfare, and serve You faithfully in our generation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

 
  
 Collect for Grace 
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought 

us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all 
our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BENEDICAMUS LSB p. 227 
  

 

 
  
BENEDICTION  
  

 
   

CLOSING HYMN LSB 689  Let Me Be Thine Forever    
   
SILENT PRAYER   
 Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received 

both forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ.  I 
thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all 
Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 

 

T T T 
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Pastor:  The Rev. Barry Long  
Elder:     Daniel Keehner 
Organ:   Carol Wessler 
Choir Director:  Mr. Eric Hipple,  Fine Arts Director, Concordia Lutheran School 
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